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Coun^^  Q0otou5^ 


of 


COMMITTEES— 1937-1938 


Health  Committee: 

i  lidinnint  :  The  May(ii!  {( OrNt  ielor  T.  ('.  ^IcKexzie,  J.P.. 
COE*NCILLOR  A.  W.  I\I.  BoN'EHAil.  C'OEXCIET.OR  JFrS.  A.  F.  BlTTLER. 

CouxciLEOR  A.  J.  Crowder.  Couxcileor  ^JFr.s.  K.  jNI.  Farley. 

Alderji.ax  C.  G.  Kemptox.  Coiixcillor  W.  H.  Perra'. 

CorxciLLOR  ^Fis.s  E.  AF.  ‘WnoDCocK,  J.P. 


Mentai  Deficiency  and  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Committee: 

The  Alembers  of  the  Health  Committee  together  with  the  following 

Co-opted  ^Fembers  : — 

;\Frs.  JrcKEs,  IMr.'^.  Frear.sox. 

Mrs.  SjriTH.  ^Fiss  Wrioht. 


St.  Chad’s  Hospital  Sub-Committee: 

Clidirindn  :  Aldermax  ('.  G.  Fxemptox. 

CouxriLi.oR  A.  W.  M.  Boxeham.  The  Mayor  (Couxcii.lor  T.  C.  :^F(  K^^•zrE.  j.p.,  m.h.) 
CouxciLLOR  1\Frs.  E.  M.  Farlea'.  CorxciLLOR  W.  H.  Perry. 


Smethwicic  and  Oldbury  Joint  Hospital  Committee.  , 

(’lidirindii  :  Alderaiax  H.  H.  Robbixs. 

Sill  etlnrii],-  licidesi'iifiitives  : 

CouxciLLOR  F.  Bodexhaai.  The  Maa’or  (Couxcillor  T.C.  Mt  K'exzie.j.p.,  ji.b.) 

CouxciLLOR  E.  CoxDOX,  M.B.  Couxcillor  J.  Perkixs,  J.P. 

Couxcillor  ilRs.  E.  Lee.  Alderaiax  J.  Reece. 

Couxcillor  Mrs.  A.  E.  Lexx.ard,  J.P.  Couxcillor  iMiss  E.  M.  AVoodcock,  J.P. 

Ohihiirij  JRfpreseiitotives : 

Alderaiax  S.  T.  AFelsoai.  Alderaiax  H.  H.  FFobbixs. 

Alderai.ax  B.  T.  Robbixs,  J.P.  Alderai.ix  AFrs.  Saiith. 


Smethwicic  Representatives  on  the  South  Staffordshire  Joint  Small  Pox 

Hospital  Board. 

Couxcillor  j\Frs.  AF.  Fyiaiberley.  Couxcillor  F.  W.  Perry. 

Councillor  AFiss  E.  AF.  AVoodcock,  J.P. 


I 


.) 

HEALTH  DEPARTMENT  STAFF. 


M,'(Iu-a!  Oiriccr  of  Health.  Tuberculosis  Officer,  School  Medical  Officer, 
~uid  Medical  Suferintendent  of  Isolation  Hospital: 

Hn.ii  Fail,  -M.D.,  H.Cli.,  15.A.0.,  D.P.H. 

/>./.!</./  Miihfil  Olfinr  of  llruUh  and  CUnitul  T iihcrculosis  Officer: 

A.  \ViLM)N  Fl-ssej.l.  -M.l).,  Cli.B.,  D.P.H. 

Assistant  Medical  Officer  of  Heufth: 

Huukiu  I’.  Htivu.  Al.M..  (li.H.,  1' .K . i' .  1  .S.,  D.l  .11. 

Assistant  Medical  Officers: 

.M Am.AiitT  K.  .MiLahen,  .M.U.,  Cli.B.,  D.P.H. 

(.  HKi.'^Ti-NE  J.  .MeLeav,  H.B.,  C  h.B. 

(  onsidtiia/  Itadioloijist :  James  D.  Bkailsiord,  M.D.,  Ch.B. 

District  Medical  Officer  and  Public  Vaccinator: 

James  Sh.vm,  M.B.,  Ch.B. 

Vaccination  Officer  :  h'.  E.  Cadby. 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector: 
t*j0HN  H.  WllICHT. 

Sanitary  Inspectors: 

t*\VM.  E.  Shaw.  t*E.  Caduick 

t*S.  S ABLER. 

Assistant  Sanitary  Inspector: 

*H.  Herbert. 

Secretary:  ‘George  H.  Roe. 

Senior  Clerk:  J.  P.  Little. 

Clerks: 

H.  Ellarby,  A.C.I.S.  Eve  ^Iacjiillax. 

Fr.ances  K.  Call.\rb.  Kathleen  L.  Whisto.n. 

Florence  E.  Howlett.  Lilian  H.  Howl. 

Evelyn  M.  Smith.  V'.  M.  Lawton. 

J.  V'.  Perrins. 


Junior  Clerk  :  G.  J.  Allen. 


+  +  +  + 
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Nursing  Staff: 


Saperintendent  Health  Visitor: 

t§liMis.s  C'Kfii.E  Buuuun  (to  G/9/38). 

+  §|lMiss  Cecilia  Watekuouse  (from  14/11/38) 


jlMlSS  L.  K.  IlOBEHTS, 
*§||Misi.s  F.  Kichakds. 
§j|^liS.S  F.  .M.  SCLLIAAN. 

§!jMiss  C.  -M .  Bcllock, 
§i|Miss  H.  OwEx. 

§|jMiss  J.  P.  Bates. 
§j|iliss  E.  Collins. 
§|j.Miss  J.  E.  Ackers. 


l:§i|(Miss  A.  Gaiinek. 
t§l|.Miss  M.  P.  O’Keeeee. 
:§i|A[iss  P.  D.  M.  JUnner. 
l:§l|.Miss  E.  G.  Fisuer 
(from  21/2/38). 
l;§i|Miss  R.  Taylor 

(from  21/2/38). 


The  work  of  these  nurses  is  divided  between  the  following  Committees: — Health, 
Maternity  and  Child  Welfare,  Tuberculosis,  Education  and  Mental  Deficiency. 


JJ  u/iicipal  M id tci  ves  : 


||§Nurse  a.  Grosvenor. 

§Nurse  E.  L.  Willis. 
l|§XuRSE  L.  Chatwin. 
||§>;URSE  A.  Herincton. 
||§Nurse  M.  E.  Shaeerey 


||§Nurse  A'.  J.  Sale 
(to  30/8/38;. 
§XcRSE  M.  AV.  Aston 
(from  14/11/38). 
i|§NcRSE  A.  Fox. 


Matron  of  Isolation  Hospital:  Miss  F.  E.  AVhiteuocse. 


Matron  of  Children’s  Home  :  Miss  A.  M.  Robinson. 
Ciiblic  Anah/st  :  Joseph  Lones,  F.I.C.,  F.C.S. 


*S;initary  Inspectors’  Certificate  of  Jlo.yal  Sanitary  Institute. 
tMcat  and  Foods  Inspectors’  Certificate  of  Royal  Sanitary  Institute. 
JHcalth  Visitor.s'  Certificate  of  Royal  Sanitary  Institute. 

§Statc  Certified  Midwife. 
i;State  Registered  Nurse. 


ST.  CHAD’S  HOSPITAL  STAFF. 


'  Medical  Superintendent: 

lUi.H  I’.u-L,  -M.i).,  >  15  A.O..  D.P.H. 

Deputy  Medical  Superintendent: 

A.  \\  ii.-'i'N  Ki  ssi;i-l.  .M.i)..  Cli.15.,  J).i  .H. 

Resident  Obstetrical  Officer: 

jAiit..'  A.  CiiALMEiis,  Al.H.,  C'h.B. 

(..  (iouuoN  Lennon,  Ch.lL,  C  h.xM.,  M.C.O.G. 

Resident  Medical  Offeers: 

(  Kcii.iA  Bath,  .M.B..  (  h.li.  (19/4/38  to  22/11/38). 
iHAiii.E.s  II.  'J'hoaison,  JNl.B.,  C'h.B.  (to  uDlAj'SS). 
Bakhaka  B.  Blckle,  .M.B.,  Cli.l5. 

AIalhice  Aunolu,  i'Ml.C.S.  (troiii  22/11/38). 

Matron: 

PixvLLis  (M.  Lodoe,  S.H.N.,  D.N. 

Assistant  Matron: 

Scs.vNNAii  B.  Buck.  S.R.N.,  S.C'.M. 
Secretary: 

Geouoe  11.  Rue,  ('.R.S.f. 

Registrar: 

.  W.  Cecil  Shelton,  F.C.i.S. 


Clerks  : 

L.  T.  Bainejs. 

H.  C.  BowEitJi.iN  (from  18/5/38). 
Lilian  Mitnieu  (and  Radiographer). 
Enii)  L.  Plimley. 


Junior  Clerk: 

V.  C.ASHJioitE  (to  2.3/1P/38). 

R.  1).  J.  WiN-sTANLEY  (from  7/11/38). 


OBITUARY. 

LEONARD  T.  BAINES. 
Died  15th  February,  1939. 
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CONSULTANT  STAFF,  St.  CHAD’S  HOSPITAL. 


Physicians. 

0.  Bhennki!,  M.D.  ... 

10.  JiULMER,  M.D.,  F.Jl.C.P . 

Prof.  P.  C.  P.  Ci.o.\ke,  M.J).,  F.R.C.P. 
A.  V.  Neale,  0\I.D.,  P.R.C.P . 


W.  Carey  Smallwood,  M.B.,  M.R.C'.P. 


J.  M.  Smellib,  M.D.,  P.R.C.P . 

A.  Bri.vn  Taylor,  M.D.,  M.R.C.P. 

Miss  Pr.ynces  Braid  jM.D.,  P.R.C.P.... 
G.  Eden,  M.D. 

T.  L.  Hardy,  M.D.,  F.R.C.P.  ... 

G.  L.  J.  Mackey,  M.D..  F.R.C.P. 

Prof.  L.  G.  P.vrsons,  M.D.,  F.R.C.P.  ... 

Prof.  K.  D.  Wilkinson,  O.B.E.,  M.D., 
F.R.C.P . . 

Prof  W.  H.  Wynn,  M.D.,  F.R.C.P. 


Tillies  oj  attendance  at  other 
Hospitals. 

(Q)  Fridays  9  a.ni. 

(G)  We(lncsday.s  and  Fiidays  9  a. in 
(Q)  Mondays  9  a. in. 

(C)  Mondays  &  Thursdays  l.dO  p.m 
(G)  Thursdays  9  a. in. 

(Q)  Wednesdays  9  a. in. 

(C)  Tuesdays,  Wcnlnesdays  and 
Thursdays  1.30  p.m. 

(Q)  Thursdays  9  a.m. 

(G)  Mouda3’s  and  Tuesdays  9  a. in. 
(C)  Mondays  1.30  p.m. 

^G)  Thursdays  tfe  Saturdaj-s  9  a.m 
(G)  Tuesdays  9  a.m. 

(Q)  Saturdays  9  a.m. 

(C)  Tuesdays  and  Fridays  1.30  p.m 
(Q)  Tuesdays  9  a.m. 

(G)  jMondays  9  a.m. 

(Q)  Fridays  12  (noon'). 

(C)  Wednesdays  1.30  p.m. 

(G)  Thursdays  9  a.m. 

(G)  Fridays  9  a.m. 

(C)  Fridays  1..30  p.m. 

(G)  Wednesdays  9  a.m. 


Surgeons. 

R.  K.  Debenham,  F.R.C.S. 

T.  S.  Donovan,  F.R.C.S.  ... 

Prof.  W.  Gemmill,  F.R.C.S. 
J.  B.  Leather.  F.R.C.S.  ... 
R.  P.  Scott  Mason,  F.R.C.S. 

C.  A.  Raison,  F.R.C.S.  ... 


B.  T.  Rose,  M.Ch.,  F.R.C.S . 

H.  H.  Sampson,  O.B.E.,  M.C.,  F.R.C.S. 

J.  N.  S.ANKEY,  F.R.C.S . 

F.  A.  R.  Stammers,  F.R.C.S . 

Falset  Welsh,  F.R.C.S . 

Prof.  Seymour  B.arling,  C.M.G.  M.S., 

F.R.C.S . . 

B.  A.  Lloyd,  F.R.C.S . 

G.  Percival  Mills,  F.R.C.S . 

Bernard  Ward,  F.R.C.S . 


(C)  jMondays  and  Fridays  1.30  p.m 
(Q)  Saturdays  9  a.m. 

(Q)  Tuesdays,  Wednesdays  and 
Fridays  9  a.m. 

(Q)  Wednesdays  9  a.m. 

(G)  Thursdays  9  a.m. 

(G)  Tuesdays  9  a.m. 

(C)  Wednesdays  1.30  p.m. 

(G)  Mondays  9  a.m.  and 

Wednesday’s  10.30  a.m. 

(C)  Thursdays  1.30  p.m. 

(G)  Saturdays  9  a.m. 

(G)  Fridays  9  a.m. 

(C)  Thursdays  1.30  p.m. 

(Q)  Mondays  9  a.m. 

(C)  Tuesdays  1.30  p.m. 

(G)  Thursdays  and  Fridays  9  a.m. 
(G)  ^Mondays  &  Wednesdays  9  a.m. 

(G)  Wednesdays  9  a.m. 

(Q)  Tuesdays  9  a.m. 

(C)  Fridays  1.30  p.m. 

(G)  Mondays  11  a.m. 

(C)  Thursdays  9  a.m. 

(Q)  Thursday’s  9  a.m. 
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Gynecological  Surgeons. 

\V  K  HAKNu;-AiJi;nf«\D,  F.K.C.S. 

.\.  H  l>ANnv,  F.K.C.S . 

1'  .^bi.iiY  Tait,  F.K.C.S.  ... 

I’ltuK  Sat  11.  Keikwitii  Wiiitbhol  se, 
.M.S.,  F.K.C.S . 


Ear  and  Throat  Surgeons. 

I).  J.  Evans,  F.R.C^S.  ... 

.1.  Moefett,  F.R.C!.S.  ... 
1C  C.  X.  Strong,  F.R.C.S. 
C.  L.  Walker,  F.R.C.S.  ... 

Anesthetists. 

E.  T.  Clarke,  M.K. 

H.  W.  Featherstone  M.D. 


G.  W.  Hass.vll,  L.M.S.S.A . 

K.  L.  S.  Murt.agh,  M.B . 

Ophthalmic  Surgeons. 

E.  R.  Alabaster,  M.R.C.S . 

K.  Beat.son  Hird,  M.D.,  F.R.C.S. 

C.  Rudd,  .AED.,  Cli.B.,  F.R.F.R.S.G., 
D.O.M.S . 


Physicians  to  the  Skin.  Department. 

E.  Baylis  Ash,  M.B.,  Al.R.C.R.... 

B.  C.  Tate,  Al.D . 


Dental  Surgeons. 

K.  H.  Astbury,  Al.D.,  Ch.B.,  L.D.S.  ... 
t  "L.  K.  A.  Broderick,  M.B.,  Ch.B., 

AI.D.S . 

E.  Davies-Tuomas,  AI.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P., 

L.D.S . 

Harold  Round,  M.D.S . 

K.  O.  W.VLKER,  L.R.C.P.,  L.D.S. 


(Q)  Thursdii.v.s  9  a. in. 

(G)  Fridays  9  a. in. 

(Q)  Alondays  &  Wednesdays  9  a. in. 

(G)  Wednesdays  9  a. in. 

Times  of  attendance  at  other 
Hospitals. 

(Q)  Tuesdays  9  a. in. 

(Q)  Tuesdays  9  a. in. 

(E).  Wednesdays  9.30  a.m. 

(E)  Tuesdays  and  Fridays  9.30  a. in. 


(Q)  Alay  attend  at  any  time. 

(G)  Alondays,  Thursdays  and 
Fridays  9  a.m. 

Attends  Children’s  as  requested. 

Special  cases  only. 

(G)  Alonduys,  Wednesdays  and 
Fridays  9  a.m. 

(Q)  No  fixed  time  for  attendance. 


(C)  Alondays  1.30  p.ni. 

(G)  Tuesdays  and  Fridays  9  a.m. 

(Q)  Tuesdays,  Wednesdays  and 
Fridays  9  a.m. 


(Q)  Thursdays  9  a.m. 

(G)  Tuesdays  and  Fridays  9  a.m. 
(C)  Wednesdays  9.30  a.m. 


(G)  Saturdays  9  a.m. 

(C)  Aloiidajs  9  a.m. 

(C)  Fridays  9  a.m. 

(Q)  Wednesdays  9  a.m. 
(Q)  Wednesdays  9  a.m. 


iG) — General.  (Q) — Queen’s.  (C) — Children’s.  '(E) — Ear  and  Throat. 


I 
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County  Borough  of  Smethwick. 


Public  Health  DepartiiU'iit. 

“  The  Uplands,” 

Hales  Lane, 

Smethwick, 
August,  1939. 

l'(.  iiiK  M.vyor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  eor  the 
County  Porouch  of  Smeiiiwick. 

.Mr.  Mayor,  Ladif.s  and  Gentlemen, 

The  year  under  review  Yvas  one  of  the  most  difficult  and 
unsatisfactory  in  the  annals  of  public  health  endeavour.  The  decline  in 
trade  with  its  concomitant  unemployment,  the  international  tension  in 
the  Autumn,  the  pre-occupation  of  your  officers  with  work  in  connection 
with  civil  defence,  and  the  relative  neglect  of  true  public  health  matters 
coiiseciueiit  on  A.R.P.,  all  combined  to  neutralise,  to  some  extent  at 
least,  the  value  of  preventive  w'ork  in  our  proper  sphere  of  public  health. 

'I'he  vital  statistics,  although  on  the  whole  not  unsatisfactory,  show 
\  erv  few  reallj"  bright  spots,  and  one  or  two  unsatisfactory  features. 
Till'  infant  mortality,  which  for  many  years  has  been  substantially  below 
that  of  the  country  as  a  whole,  shoeved  the  highest  figure  for  five  years, 
and  was  considerably  above  that  of  the  country  as  a  whole  (62  for 
Smethwick  and  53  for  England  and  Wales). 

The  death-rate  for  diarrhoea  and  enteritis  was  also  high,  but  will 
probably  be  much  lower  for  1939.  The  death-rate  from  infectious  and 
re^,piratory  diseases  of  childhood  was  low  and  the  birth-rate  was  slightly 
higher,  but  the  tuberculosis  death-rate  was  the  highest  since  1929. 

There  were  no  deaths  from  whooping  cough  or  scarlet  fever,  and  the 
death-rate  for  measles  was  very  much  lower  than  that  of  the  country 
as  a  whole. 

There  were  185  cases  of  diphtheria  and  eleven  deaths — all 
unnecessary  and  all  preventable.  It  is  a  tragedy  that  the  one  disease 
which  can  be  so  easily  and  cheaply  prevented  still  takes  its  heavy  toll  of 
health  and  life.  It  is  not  ignorance,  for  a  personal  letter  is  sent  to  the 
parents  of  every  child  in  Smethwick  giving  full  particulars,  with  a 
suggested  time  and  date  when  preventive  treatment  may  be  obtained 
irei  ;  it  is  apathy.  Many  parents  will  not  take  the  small  amount  of 
trouble  to  bring  their  children  until  too  late,  but  vain  regrets  will  not 
cure  a  child  nor  bring  back  the  dead. 
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AXrivNATAI.  AND  rOST-NATAL  CAUK 


111  spiti;  of  tlio  fact  that  over  90  per  cent,  of  our  expectant  motliers 
attend  one  of  oiir  ante-natal  clinics  and  that  they  attenil  more  frequently 
each  .succeeding  year,  the  stillbirtli  rate  and  the  neo-natal  rate  leave  no 
room  for  complacence,  it  is  true  that  the  stillbirth  rate  in  Smethwick 
was  25  per  cent,  below  that  of  England  and  Wales  during  1938,  and  that 
even  a  complete  and  perfect  scheme  of  ante-natal  and  post-natal  care 
could  not  completely  wipe  out  stillbirths.  The  stillbirth  rate  includes 
deliberate  abortions,  and  the  niimber  of  these  cannot  be  accurately 
estimated,  but  this  proportion  is  the  most  difficult  to  prevent.  There  are 
social  considerations  as  well  as  medical  ones  in  the  problem  of  the 
preservation  of  the  child,  and  a  return  to  a  higher  level  of  industrial 
prosperity  bringing  wich  it  an  improvement  in  the  standard  of  living  of 
the  poorest  paid  workers  would  be  a  powerful  ally  in  our  efforts.  When 
l)overty  is  ever  present  and  a  family  lacks  a  sense  of  social  security,  then 
ethical  and  moral  values  arc  liable  to  be  distorted.  It  is  said  that  money 
IS  the  root  of  all  evil,  but  the  absence  of  money,  or  the  things  which 
money  can  buy,  gives  rise  to  much  greater  temptations  and  much  more 
evil. 


The  prosperity  which  we  crave,  however,  is  not  the  artificial 
prosperit}-  of  a  re-armament  boom,  with  its  attendant  nervous  tension, 
but  a  prosperity  based  on  the  goodwill  and  desire  to  work  together  of 
all  nations.  Security — mental,  physical  and  psychological — must 
accompany  prosperity  if  its  full  benefits  arc  to  be  reaped. 


The  post-natal  scheme  which  was  greatly  extended  at  the  passing  of 
the  .Midwivt's  Act  of  1936,  is  now  getting  into  its  stride,  and  bids  fair 
to  repeat  the  history  of  the  ante-natal  movement.  There  are  at  present 
four  weekly  post-natal  sessions,  and  in  1938  approximately  a  quarter  of 
the  nursing  mothers  of  the  town  attended^  This  improvement  is  not 
spectacular,  but  it  is  speedy.  It  is  well  nigh  impossible  to  evaluate  the 
results  of  these  clinics,  because  they  prevent  disease  much  more  than 
they  save  life,  but  as  we  know  that  a  really  enormous  amount  of 
ill-health  in  women  is  due  to  the  after  effects  of  a  confinement,  it  is 
reasonable  to  assume  that  the  detection  and  care  of  defects  and 
deformities  arising  out  of  childbirth  will  cut  down  the  amount  of  ill- 
health.  It  is  difficult,  however,  to  prove  to  the  mother  the  value  of  this 
work,  as  she  is  frequently  unaware  that  her  vague  ill-health  is  due  in 
any  way  to  her  recent,  or  indeed  not  so  recent,  childbirth. 


Close  study  of  the  home  visiting  work  done  by  the  health  visitors 
shows  a  disquieting  and  steady  reduction  in  the  amount  of  this  valuable 
work.  This  reduction,  which  has  affected  all  classes  of  work,  except  first 
visits  of  the  mothers  of  the  newly  born,  is  all  the  more  serious  as  it  is 
progressive  and  is  continuing.  It  is  unsatisfactory  to  note  that  the  total 
number  of  visits  paid  by  our  health  visitors  fell  from  32,764  to  18,099  in 
the  space  of  six  years,  a  drop  of  close  on  50  per  cent.  The  home  visiting 
of  school  children  has  similarlj’  declined. 


• 

l  i,i'  rraMin^  ar<'  not  liartl  to  lind.  ’J'lio  miinlxT  of  lioaltli  visitors  at 
l.r."'  lit  >  iiiiiloyvil  is  only  oiio  oiiaUvr  than  six  or  scvon  years  ago,  wlieroas 
all  oilier  hramlu-s  of  the  staff  have  lioeii  augmoutotl  very  coiisidorably . 
lu'ralilv  tlio  medical  and  clerical  staff's.  On  the  other  hand,  the  amount 
oi  work  thrown  on  the  health  visitors  has  increased  to  a  vast  extent, 
and  all  are  now  working  at  full  ijressuri'.  'I'ln'ro  were  no  post-natal 
elinics  in  19-''i2  ;  now  there  are  four.  The  nuinher  of  ante-natal  clinics  has 
increased  tiy  three,  and  the  nuinhers  attending  have  increased  in  even 
^treater  proiiortions.  Nutritional  surveys  of  school  children,  visitation  of 
hoardi'd-out  and  foster  children,  arrangements  of  home  helps,  following 
up  of  orthoptic  cases  and  diiihtheria  immunisation  did  not  take  up  so 
nuieh  of  the  nurses'  time,  while  the  appointment  of  an  additional 
assist, int  medical  officer  for  general  duties  has  meant  that  a  nurse  has 
had  to  accompany  him  at  his  clinics,  and  on  some  occasions  to  prepare 
the  children  beforehand.  Six  years  ago  the  ante-natal  work  was  done 
hy  the  part-time  work  of  the  two  lady  doctors — a  minority  of  their  work. 
Now  there  are  two  whole-time  obstetrical  officers  on  the  staff.  In 
addition,  there  is  A.R.T’. 

The  last  few  years  have  been  difficult  years  in  the  matter  of  recruit- 
iiKuit  of  health  visitors,  and  our  efforts  to  obtain  suitable  applicants  to 
till  vacancies  as  they  occur  have  at  times  caused  us  some  anxiety.  The 
.  volution  of  .social  and  public  health  visiting  has  vastly  increased  the 
demand  for  health  visitors,  and  there  has  been  an  acute  shortage.  There 
are  now  s'igns.  however,  that  large  numbers  of  suitable  and  intelligent 
women  are  entering  this  branch  of  tlie  profession  and  it  is  to  be  hoped 
that  the  next  few  years  will  see  the  position  made  much  easier. 

The  increasc'd  administrative  work  consequent  upon  A.R.P.  has 
prevented  my  giving  tin'  maternity  and  infant  welfare  service  the 
attention  such  an  important  and  useful  section  of  public  health 
endeavour  merits,  but  1  hope  to  be  able  to  present  a  report  on  it  before 
the  next  financial  year. 

So  much  has  been  written  about  A.R.P.,  that  it  would  appear  that 
little  more  could  be  said  to  clarify  the  situation.  The  work  has  been 
alnsolutely  essential,  and  although  unrcproductive  has  had  to  receive 
priority  above  all  other  work.  The  spirit  of  the  staff  who  have  laboured 
at  this  work  sinci-  last  September  has  been  beyond  praise;  indeed,  the 
om-  good  thing  which  the  unhappy  international  tension  has  shown,  is 
the  extent  to  which  Britons  can  and  will  work  regardless  of  their  health, 
their  recreation,  or  even  their  inclination,  with  a  cheerfulness  which  no 
other  nation  can  emulate,  'fhere  has  been  an  enormous  amount  of  over¬ 
time  work  of  excellent  quality  done  by  all  members  of  the  staff  and  there 
have  been  no  grumbles.  Everyone  knows  it  is  necessary;,  and  at  heart 
I  think  most  officers  think  that  our  system  of  democracy  is  really  worth 
w'orking  for  and  are  prepared  to  sacrifice  much  to  retain  it. 

The  thanks  of  the  Council  and  of  the  ivhole  Borough  are  due  in 
gi-nerous  measure  to  th(>  thousands  of  volunteers  who  have  freely  come 
torward  and  given  of  their  time  and  energy  and  still  more  of  their 
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oiithusiasni,  to  train  aiul  (‘(|uii)  thomsplvos  for  rivil  dofeticc.  Altliongli 
our  numbers  are  not  y('t  ooinplete,  partifularly  with  regard  to  first  aid 
parcies  and  ambulance  drivers,  the  cpiality  and  spirit  of  the  volunteers 
is  vi'i-y  higli  and  most  of  them  liavc  thrown  themselves  whole-liearti'dly 
into  our  scheme  and  are  proving  themselves  very  efficient  indeed. 

One  is  greatly  temjjted  to  mention  specially  a  number  of  names  of 
persons,  both  official  and  voluntarj',  who  have  been  particularly  helpful 
and  to  whom  the  success  of  the  scheme  is  in  the  main  due,  but  so  many 
have  given  of  their  lu'st,  that  it  would  be  invidious  to  single  out  a  f(“W. 

No  rc'grets  are  shed  at  the  passing  of  19.48.  Few  will  be  shed  at  the 
passing  of  19.39.  -May  1940  be  a  brighter  year. 

In  condusion  1  would  like  to  thank  all  those  who  have  assisted  tin* 
Health  Dei)artment  in  the  year  that  is  past.  They  arc'  particidarly 
numerous  this  year,  including  as  they  do,  large  numbers  of  the  public 
as  well  as  every  department  of  thi'  Council. 

I  feel  that  the  work  of  the  past  year  has  knit  the  personnel  of  the 
Health  Department  together  more  closely  than  over.  The  heavy  work, 
the  serious  responsibility  and  the  strain  and  the  tension  has  brought  out 
the  best  and  highest  in  all,  and  all  have  worked  together  as  one  happy 
family. 

The  woi'k  of  the  department  could  not  have  been  efficiently  carrietl 
out  without  the  help,  sympathy  and  encouragement  of  the  Hc'alth 
Committee,  and  our  sincere  thanks  are  due  to  them  and  especially  to 
our  energetic  and  considerate  chairman,  .\lderman  Kempton. 

I  am,  Mr.  Mayor.  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  seiiant, 

HUGH  PAUL,  M.n.,  D.P.H., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


I.-) 

K>11.MA1K1)  NK'I  KXl’KXl)ITri{K  ox  IH  JtLK’  HKALTll  SERVK'KS 
FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDED  .'ilst  .MARCH,  RKiH. 

'  Amount.  Rato  in  the  £ 


£ 

s.  d. 

Ri'ovention  ot  Intoctious  Di'^easos 

599 

.3K 

Notification  of  Infi'ctions  Diseases 

60 

.04 

Sinetliwick  and  Oldhnry  Joint  Hosjutal 

6. OBJ 

4.06 

South  Staffs,  .loint  Smallpox  Hospital 

61 

.04 

.St.  Chad's  Hospital 

i;l;{2;i 

8.49 

Hospital  Provision 

;i50 

.22 

Convalescent  Treatment 

25 

.02 

Honsine  .Vet,  193o  (Survey) . 

1.891 

1.20 

\'accination 

236 

.15 

Tuberculosis 

7,093 

4.52 

Venereal  Diseases 

529 

.34 

Food  and  Drugs  (Adulteration)  .Act.  1928  ... 

238 

.15 

.Milk  and  Dairies  (Consolidation)  .Act,  1915... 

200 

.13 

.Milk  Order,  192.'1 

7 

.01 

Blind  Persons  .Act,  1920 

2,334 

1.49 

Conversion  of  Waste  AVater  Closets  ... 

500 

.32 

Smoke  Abatement 

17 

.01 

Fertilisers  and  Feeding  Stuffs  Act,  1926 

8 

.01 

Salaries 

3,937 

2.51 

National  Health  Insurance  Contributions  ... 

28 

.02 

Superannuation  Contributions 

237 

.15 

Proportion  of  Council  House  Expenses 

77 

.05 

“  The  Uplands  ”  Alaintenance 

582 

.37 

Establishment  ...  ...  ... 

530 

.34 

.Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  ... 

7,763 

4.94 

Aleutal  Deficiency 

6,057 

3.86 

Imnatics  and  Lunatic  .Asylums 

3.052 

1.94 

.Maintv'uam  e  of  Epilejitics 

70 

.04 

-Midwives  .Vet 

823 

.52 

Aledical  liispiHtiou  of  School  Children 

Public  Assist.ixce: — 

3,850 

2.45 

Hospitals 

12,956 

8.25 

Convalescent  Homos 

36 

.02 

.Maintenance  of  Mental  Cases  in  Asylums  .. 

15.600 

9.94 

£89,452 

4-8.98 
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Annual  Report,  1938. 


•.IIM'.IIAI.  >  i  ATISTIC’v"^. 

\i;I  V  nfl'O''. 

I'.iiTi  u MN  :  (  ciisu'^,  19.11 — 84.406. 

I'stiinatc  Alid-Year.  19.38 — 79,670. 

\r\inri;  oi  I Nu.MUTr-.i)  Hoi'ses  :  1931 — 20,180. 

1938—21,262. 

Nc.mhki;  'll  I' .\:mii.ie.s  or  Sf.p.\r.^tf,  Occufiers  :  1931 — 21,446. 
i'lUKMU.E  Vai.fe  (October,  19.38):  £402,744. 
lAiiMMEii  I’roufce  of  .\  Pf.nxy  R.\te:  £1,.570. 


r..\TI!.\(,TS  I'iJO.M  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1938. 


Totals. 

Alales. 

Females. 

iinrii'  :  Legitimate 

1,179 

602 

577 

1  Ih'gitimate 

41 

24 

17 

1,220 

626 

594 

lin:  I  II  IT\tf.  :  I.").. 3  per  1,00('  of  the  population. 
i>KviH';  .^Ol.  Males.  473;  Females,  421. 

I  O  wn  ITvte  ;  11.09  per  1,000  of  the  population. 

lUvin>  OF  Inf.vnts  under  one  year  of  age:  Total,  76.  Males,  49; 
I'lUnales,  27. 

Im  \n  1  .M oiFi'.vLiTV  Rate  per  l.OOl)  Inrtlis :  Total.  62.2.  Legitimate,  .59.3; 
Illegitimate.  146.3. 


Number 

Rate  per 
1,000  of 
Population 

I'.iitene  F('vei' 

— 

— 

.Mea''li's 

1 

...  0.01 

\\  lieopiiig  Cough  ... 

— 

— 

ifiarrliu'a  and  Enteritis  (under  2  years) 

8 

...  0.10 

Diphtheria  ... 

11 

...  0.13 

^earlet  Fever 

— 

— 

Inlliu'iiza 

13 

...  0.16 

('.Ulcer 

127 

...  1.59 

Respiratory  Dise.ases 

102 

...  1.28 

Riitnionary  I'liherenlosis... 

56 

0.70 

ether  torins  of  Tiibercnlosis 

8 

...  0.10 

H[in'H-l{ATES,  DEATFl-RATES.  ANALYSIS  OE  MORTALITY. 
MATERNAL  DEATH-RATES,  AND  CASE-RATES  FOR  CERTAl.X 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  IN  THE  YEAR  lO.Is, 


143 

122 

Smaller 

County  Poro's 

Towns 

London 

Smethwick. 

England 

and 

( Ke.sident 

Admini^tr:! 

and 

Great  Towns 

Populations 

tive 

Wales. 

including: 

25,000  to 

County. 

London. 

50,000  at 
1931  Census) 

Rates 

per  1,000  Population. 

Births  :  — 

Live 

ib.j 

15.1 

15.0 

15.4 

13  4 

Still  . 

0.45 

0.60 

0.65 

0.60 

0.43 

Deaths  :  — 

All  Causes 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid 

11.0 

11.6 

11.7 

11.0 

11.4 

fevers 

— 

— 

_ 

— 

Smallpox 

— 

— 

_ 

— 

Measles 

0.01 

0.04 

0.05 

0.03 

0.06 

Scarlet  fever 

— 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

0.03 

0.03 

0.02 

0.03 

Diphtheria 

0.13 

0.07 

0.07 

0.06 

0.05 

Influenza 

0,16 

0.11 

0.10 

0.11 

0,06 

)N'otifications  :  — 

Smallpox 

— 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Scarlet  fever 

2.22 

2.41 

2.60 

2.58 

2  05 

Diphtheria 

2.29 

1.58 

1.8.4 

1.53 

1  90 

Enteric  fever 

0  01 

0.03 

0.03 

0.04 

0.05 

Erysipelas 

0.47 

0.40 

0.46 

0.39 

0.45 

Pneumonia 

2.04 

0.10 

1.28 

0.98 

0.93 

Rates  per  1.000  Live  Births. 

Deaths  under  1  year  of  age 
Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  and 

62 

53 

57 

51 

57 

Enteritis  under  2  years 
of  age  . 

6.5 

5.5 

7.8 

3.6 

?5  1 

ilATERN'.\L  Mortality:  — 

2.46 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

0.89 

1 

Others  ...  . 

0.82 

2.19 

,*  .Not  available 

Total 

3.28 

.1  nfi 

Rates  per  1,000  Total  Births  (i.e. 

Live  and  Still). 

Mytern.al  Mortality:  — 

j 

j 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

2.39 

0.86  1 

I  1 

Otliers 

0.79 

2.11  1 

,•  Not  availalde  i 

Total 

3,18 

2.97 

1 

N(itific.«io.\s  : —  | 

Puerperal  fever  ...  )  i 

Puerperal  pyrexia  ...  / ! 

1 

8.75 

14.42 

18.08 

12.51 

'  j.bi 
'■  15.46 

Tho  total  deaths  re,2:ibtered  in  Smethwick  mimhcrod  49C ;  of  those 
14  were  non-residents  and  were  transferred  to  other  distriot.s.  whde  412 
Smethwick  residents  di('d  in  other  areas,  and  have  been  added  to  tlie 
number  registered  in  the  Rorough,  Tlie  net  ileaths  thus  number  i^94, 
giving  a  rate  of  11,09  per  1,000  of  the  [)opulation,  as  against  II.oK  per 
1,(1X)  in  tlie  previous  year. 

Analysis  of  the  age-groups  shows  that  the  percmitage  ol  ih  ati!<  ot 
children  under  five  years  of  age  within  tlie  past  five  vear^  was  10,), 
9.1,  13.4,  11.1  and  11.7  respeetivi'ly. 

At  the  other  end  of  the  scale,  the  percentag.'  oi  d.'athsj.t  persons 
over  65  years  of  age  was  47.9.  as  compari'd  with  47.9.  15..''.  11  •>.  4  1.)  and 
42.7  in  the  five  preceding  years. 
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'I’lic  followin':  tahlo  shows  the  dratli-ratos  for  various  towns  in 
the  Midlands  corrected  for  differences  in  a^e  and  sox  distribution: — 


Crude 

Death-rate 

Coventry 

9.8 

Binningliam 

...  10.88 

Walsall 

10.99 

Smetliwiek 

11.09 

Leicester 

11.21 

Stoke-on-Trent 

11.;! 

Biirtoii-on-'rrcnt 

11..! 

Wolverhampton 

...  ll.;l 

Derby 

...  11.6 

West  Bromwich 

...  12.1-1 

Nottingham 

...  12.72 

Registrar- 

General’s 

Comparability  Standardised 


actor. 

Death-rate 

1.21 

11.8 

1.10 

11.99 

1.12 

12.;!'J 

1.1-1 

12.64 

1.02 

11.4.'! 

1.22 

14.2 

0.98 

11.07 

1.08 

12.2 

1.04 

12.1 

1.14 

13.8.'! 

1.0.-! 

13.10 

COMPARISON  OF  VITAL  STATISTICS  IN  THE 
VARIOUS  WARDS. 


Estimated 

Total 

Birth- 

Infant 

Mortality 

General 

Death- 

Ward 

Population 

Acreage 

Density 

rate 

rate 

rate 

Spoil  Lane 

12,667 

.615 

24.6 

15.8 

50.0 

11.5 

.Sandwell 

8,900 

411 

21.7 

19.9 

84.7 

12.8 

Uplands 

11. .662 

2o5 

45.3 

13.0 

66.7 

10.1 

Bearwood 

7.069 

190 

.37.2 

10.8 

13.5 

14.9 

Cajie 

8,461 

168 

53.5 

16.1 

22.1 

13.1 

Victoria 

7,966 

176 

45.2 

17.3 

.58.0 

11.5 

Solio 

7,617 

221 

.34.0 

16.9 

108.5 

12.1 

Warley 

15,474 

.671 

27.1 

13.9 

69.7 

7.9 

Totals  . 

..  79,670 

2,600 

31.9 

15.3 

62.2 

11.09 

•2u 


Hi:vii;w  OF  VITAI,  STATrSTK'S  L\  S.MIOTIIWK'K  DURING 
'I'ilK  PAST  2.1  YFAPS. 


£0 
rt  0 
^  0 

U-O 

0 

Year 

•  -"2 
y  =. 

S  ^ 

C  a 

191-1  ... 

72,975 

27.5 

14,1.3 

1915  ... 

72,439 

25.88 

13.8 

1916  ... 

78,335 

22.04 

11.08 

1917  ... 

78,335 

20.32 

11.5 

1918  ... 

76,056 

20.28 

15.63 

1919  ... 

73,000 

22.19 

13.00 

1920  ... 

75,027 

27.08 

11.16 

1921  ... 

77,400 

25.46 

11.11 

1922  ... 

78,140 

21.39 

11.22 

1923  ... 

78,450 

20.24 

10.82 

192-1  ... 

78,790 

20.19 

10.12 

1925  ... 

78,840 

18.36 

10.36 

1926  ... 

76,940 

18.35 

10.39 

1927  ... 

76,870 

17.0 

11.9 

1928  ... 

86,870 

17.1 

10.0 

1929  ... 

85,120 

17.8 

13.4 

1930  ... 

85,120 

18.0 

10.4 

1931  ... 

85,390 

18.0 

11.2 

1932  ... 

84,740 

15.2 

10.5 

1933  ... 

84,670 

14.4 

10.8 

1934  ... 

83,600 

15.7 

10.6 

193.5  ... 

82,000 

14.7 

11.1 

19.36  ... 

81, .300 

15.5 

10.5 

1937  ... 

80, .380 

14. G 

11.5 

19.38  ... 

79.070 

15. .3 

11. U 

Death  rates  per  1,000 


tf) 


V  rate 

i.ooo 

IS 

lOtic 
h  rate 
1,U0U 

0 

(T. 

CL  rt 

t's 

rt  ” 

0  u 

i-  0 

C  u 

u 

(J 

U 

F  0  •- 

"C  Cl. 

sj 

Non 

I’lili 

Tub 

c 

100 

1.67 

.3.4 

1.26 

0.19 

■'J.H9 

109.3 

2.13 

3.02 

1.10 

0.21 

0.98 

93.8 

0.77 

3.33 

1.20 

0.15 

0.84 

99.8 

0.71 

3.9 

1.30 

0.05 

0.86 

102.4 

0.6 

3.56 

1.43 

0.16 

0.9 

84.6 

0.45 

3.2 

1.19 

0.12 

1.03 

82.18 

0.64 

2.4 

0.81 

0.31 

0.92 

88.28 

0.69 

2.27 

0.68 

0.22 

0.85 

86.12 

0.67 

2.31 

0.78 

0.32 

1.13 

65.49 

0.79 

1.82 

0.93 

0.17 

1.04 

74.79 

0.41 

1.87 

0.67 

0.17 

1.20 

80.11 

0.52 

1.91 

0.77 

0.24 

1.10 

65.86 

0.37 

1.88 

0.79 

0.10 

1.26 

78.6 

0.61 

2.26 

0.84 

0.05 

1.19 

63 

0.28 

1.52 

0.69 

0.10 

1.11 

79.8 

0.70 

2.58 

0.95 

0.12 

1.23 

66.4 

0.41 

1.17 

0.67 

0.11 

1.28 

69.6 

0.57 

1.63 

0.62 

0.10 

1.24 

78.4 

0.23 

1.36 

0.52 

0.09 

1.53 

62.0 

0.16 

1.60 

0.62 

0.05 

1.44 

56.9 

0.22 

*  1.60 

0.57 

0.14 

1.20 

60.9 

0..31 

1.10 

0.59 

0.06 

1.56 

59.9 

0.18 

1.00 

0.54 

0.02 

1.47 

52.5 

0.27 

1.04 

0.70 

0.02 

1.35 

62.2 

0.25 

1.28 

0.70 

0.10 

I..59 

NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (OTHER  THAN  TUBERCULOSIS)  DURINO  THE  YEAR  ID.'iS 
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PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


AHI.KT  KKVER. 


I  liL‘  nuuilH'r  of  cases  increased  to  177  from  tlie  low  level  of  117  in 
till'  preNU.'iis  year.  There  were  few  severe  cases  and  no  deaths  occurred. 
.\iiiune;  t-hildren  of  school  age,  there  were  119  cases  compared  with  (i(i 
ia't  year.  'I'lie  incidence  Has  not  marked  in  any  i)articnlar  school. 


Kigl\t\ -eight  ])atients  or  49.7%  of  the  notified  cases  were  treated  in 
h  ^pital.  'I'he  age  incidence  of  the  i)ersons  attacked  will  he  found  on 
p.ige  ill. 


The  incidmice  of.  and  mortality  from  Scarlet  Fever  during  the 
pa.st  ten  yi'ars  is  as  follows;  — 


Cases 

Attack  rate 
per  1,000 

Number  of 

Case 

mortality 

Year 

notified 

population 

deaths 

per  cent. 

19l’9 

.  162 

1.9 

— 

— 

1930  . 

.  259 

3.0 

2 

0.8 

1931  . 

.  140 

1.6 

— 

— 

1932  . 

.  101 

1.1 

— 

— 

1933  . 

.  180 

2.1 

— 

— 

1934  . 

.  206 

2.4 

1 

0.4 

1935  . 

.  341 

4.1 

3 

0.88 

1936  . 

.  220 

2.7 

2 

0.9 

I'.Af 

.  117 

1.4 

2 

1.7 

1938  . 

.  177 

2.2 

— 

— 

DIPHTHERIA. 

The  numher  of  cases  notified  decreased  slightly  to  18d,  suggesting 
tliat  We  are  now  o'n  the  downgrade  of  the  epidemic  curve.  The  incidence 
"as  not  confined  to  one  particular  part  of  the  town. 
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'Die  danger  to  life  and  the  permanent  damage  to  liealtli  is  not 
sidliL-iently  realised  by  parents,  too  many  of  whom  still  fail  to  reeo<;nise 
the  need  for  proteetiug  the  young  child,  oi'  to  apiJieciate  how  .simi)le 
and  how  sale  is  the  method  of  immunisation  against  diphtheria.  (Jur 
efforts  to  protect  the  population  at  risk  continued  during  the  year  and 
the  response  was  definitely  more  encouraging  than  in  previous  years. 
During  tlie  year,  we  inoculated  277  ehihlren  in  tlie  Infant  AN'elfare 
feutres,  and  .j25  children  in  the  Infant  and  Junior  Schools. 


As  in  previous  jears,  the  parents  of  everx  child  born  in  the  Horough 
and  also  of  every  Smethwick  child  born  outside  the  Borough  are  written 
to  on  the  first  anniversary  of  its  birth,  aiul  offered  a  definite  time  and 
place  for  free  immunization.  An  individual  personal  letter  is  sent  in 
each  case,  and  no  child  has  to  be  brought  farther  than  about  a  mile  to 
ail  immunization  clinic. 


Over  0,000  children  have  been  immunised  during  the  past  nine 
years. 


During  the  past  year  the  type  of  disease  was  more  \'irulent;  a 
number  of  very  severe  cases  occurred  and  there  were  eleven  deaths. 
'I’here  were  IDd  cases  in  cliili.lreii  of  .school  age.  The  number  of  cases 
treated  in  hospital  was  136,  or  73  .5%  of  the  cases  notified.  The  age 
incidence  of  the  persons  attacked  may  be  found  on  the  table  on 
page  21. 


The  incidence  c/f,  and  mortality  from  Diphtheria  during  the  past 
ten  years  is  as  follows :  — 


Cases 

Attack  rate 
per  1,000 

Number  of 

Case 

mortality 

Year 

notified 

population 

deaths,^ 

per  cent. 

1929  . 

143 

1.6 

2 

1.7 

1930  . 

281 

3.3 

21 

7.0 

1931  . 

211 

2.4 

10 

7.G 

1932  . 

.  77 

0.9 

0 

i .  1 

1933  . 

70 

0.8 

1 

1.4 

1934  . 

108 

1.29 

4 

3.7 

1935  . 

130 

1.57 

t 

5.3 

1930  . 

142 

1  74 

3 

2.1 

1937  . 

210 

2.01 

8 

3.8 

1938  . 

183 

2.29 

11 

0.0 

Antitoxin  is  supplied  free  to  medical  practitioners  in  the  Borough. 
179  phials  of  8,000  units  being  issued  during  the  year,  compared  with 
190  last  year,  and  140  in  1930. 


t 


(illlKH  NO’IIKIABLJ':  DISKASKS, 


'I'liorc  wfio  .'i.^  cases  ol  lA'y.sipclas  diiniif^  the  year  cDiuiiared  with  2s 
111  thi^  previous  year.  Two  ea.ses  ol  I'iiitcrie  I'Twer  and  two  eases  ol 
(  ereliro'-spiual  l''c\er  wei'e  notilied.  A’o  notifications  of  Smallpox. 
I'ineeplialitis  Letliar”;iea,  Anterior  I’ol  ioinyiditis  or  I'ol  iinnu  ephal  itis  were 
leeched. 


.\.s  regards  Sinalljio.x,  tlie  VTu-eination  Officers’  leturn  for  the  twcl\o 
nionth.s  ending  .'Jdth  June,  lOdS,  and  for  pre\'unis  years,  is  gi\en  helow. 
It  will  he  noted  that  eoininiratitely  little  use  is  being  made  of  the 
oiiso-letc  \'aeeiiiatioii  Acts,  and  only  4Sd  i-liildreu  were  sueecsslully 
\  aeeinatetl. 


Vaccination  Returns  for  the  Past  Ten  Years. 


Year  ending 
3()th  June. 

Births. 

Successful 

Vaccinations. 

Insusceptible 

1  Conscientious 

1  objectors. 

i 

Died 

1  unvaccinated. 

1 

Postponed  by 
medical 
;  certificate. 

Cfone  to  other 
'  districts. 

1 

i 

1  Gone — 

no  trace. 

i 

Outstanding. 

j 

Percentage  of 
conscientious 
objectors.* 

1!I2I) 

99(i 

171 

3 

364 

(ill 

14 

(i 

31 

47 

38.9 

I'jdO 

950 

416 

4 

377 

28 

3 

26 

43 

42.0 

ifiji 

1,25G 

512 

2 

523 

62 

66 

5 

34 

52 

48.8 

1032 

1,071 

454 

2 

460 

62 

26 

7 

29 

31 

45.6 

1033 

915 

356 

2 

434 

35 

25 

7 

27 

29 

49.3 

1031 

860 

352 

3 

429 

35 

8 

9 

13 

11 

52.0 

1930 

988 

369 

5 

521 

50 

8 

4 

16 

15 

55.5 

193t3 

953 

370 

2 

518 

36 

9 

10 

6 

2 

56.5 

1937 

969 

369 

2 

528 

42 

3 

4 

9 

12 

56.9 

1938 

1,217 

483 

4 

624 

75 

3 

8 

12 

8 

54.6 

In  calculating  these  percentages,  the  number  dying  unvaccinated  has  been 
deducted  from  the  total  number  of  births. 


I’XEl'MDNiA. 


•2(j 


Till'  iiotilications  and  dcatlis  from  pneumonia  during  the  last  ten 
\ears  are  as  follows;  — 

Primary  Pneumonia  Influenzal  Pneumonia 


Year 

Notifications. 

Deaths. 

Notifications. 

Deaths. 

1929 

.  278 

71 

95 

51 

1930 

.  141 

29 

15 

4 

1931 

.  139 

33 

34 

15 

1932 

.  102 

21 

43 

13 

1933 

. .  149 

24 

36 

18 

1934 

. . .  221 

44 

24 

14 

1935 

.  150 

39 

24 

13 

1936 

. .  129 

35 

40 

4 

iU37 

.  1U3 

38 

39 

18 

1938 

.  141 

45 

22 

lU 

The  iiieideiice  of  the  non-uotifiable  diseases  as  shown  from  the 
weekly  reports  made  by  tlie  head  teachers  shows  a  marked  falling  off, 
and  none  of  these  diseases  assumed  epidemic  proportions  at  any  time 
during  the  year.  There  was  one  death  from  measles  and  none  from 
whcoping  cough  during  the  year. 

Inflaenza.  however,  was  very  prevalent.  The  number  of  deaths 
nevertheless  fell  to  13  compared  with  38  last  year,  and  8,  20,  17,  33  and 
17  in  the  five  preceding  years. 


SMETHWICK  AND  OLDHURY  ISOLATION  HOSPITAL. 


In  September,  1937,  the  hospital  extensions  were  completed  and  two 
new  ward  blocks  became  available  for  use.  TTiese  consist  of  one  small 
cubicle  block  of  ten  beds  and  one  large  block  of  twenty-one  beds  made  up 
(yf  two  six-bed  wards,  nine  single  cubicles  and  a  small  operating  room, 
it  was  therefore  possible  to  institute  more  satisfactory  isolation  than  had 
been  possible  in  the  past.  J?oth  of  the  new  ward  blocks  were  fairly  fully 
occupied  with  various  types  of  infection  and  in  addition  “  B  ”  block  was 
used  for  ca.ses  of  diphtheria. 

The  provision  of  a  number  of  cubicle  wards  enabled  us  to  take  in  a 
wider  variety  of  infectious  diseases.  Jn  the  past  the  use  of  the  hospital 
has  been  confined  almost  entirely  to  diphtheria,  scarlet  fever  and  tuber¬ 
culosis,  but  during  the  past  winter  it  has  been  possible  to  admit  in 
addition  measles,  whooping  cough,  erysipelas,  chickenpox,  certain  types 
of  pneumonia  and  infective  streptococcal  diseases. 

Altliougii  the  number  of  beds  in  the  hospital  now  appears  to  be 
adequate  for  tlie  needs  of  the  two  Authorities  it  is  still  impossible  to 
make  full  use  of  these  beds  owing  to  the  impossibility  of  obtaining 
Buffieienti  nursing  staff. 
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iM  i;c  nors  diskasks  anj)  disln kkctjon. 

J'lic  |)()1k>  pursiit’d  by  tlie  deijartiiient  is  tlio  saiiK'  as  lor  tlio  past 
tu</\cars.  I  unnediately  on  rei'cipt  ot  a  notification  ot  int'ections  disease, 
:lie  premises  are  \isitetl  liy  a  sanitai'X'  inspector,  lie  makes  arranj’ie- 
nieiits  lor  the  elficient  isolation  ot  the  [latient.  or  alternately  tor  reino\al 
..'I  the  patient  to  the  hosiiital.  Jn  nian,\  cases,  howcxer,  this  has  been 
tione  by  the  practitioner  in  chai'tie  helorc  the  arrixal  ot  the  inspector, 
the  lattei'  notes  the  circninstances  in  connection  xx  ith  the  case,  such  as 
•  •iciipation  ot  patient  and  tainil.x’.  sources  ot  milk  supplx',  etc.,  probable 
voiirce  ot  intection.  etc.  Any  insanitary  conditions  noted  are  dealt  xxith 
,it  o'lice.  Leaflets  ot  imstruction  a.s  to  the  prexention  ot  spread  ot 
intection  are  lett  xxdth  the  householder,  and  the  J'lducation  (.’ommittee 
notified  ol  all  children  of  school  a^e  in  infected  houses. 


On  the  termination  ot  the  illness,  the  honsi'holder  is  recommended 
to  disinfect  the  premi.ses  bx  thoi'ou<;h  cleaniim;,  usino  onl.v  swap  and 
uater.  In  the  case  of  the  commoner  intectioiis  diseases,  chemical 
disinfection  is  neither  carried  out  nor  recommended.  Kxceptions  are 
-iich  diseases  a.s  pnimonar.x'  tuberculosis  and  ty])hoid  ti'xer,  where 
thoroinrh  chemical  disinfe<-tion  is  carried  out. 


It  is  felt  that  the  use  of  disinteetants  ijix  es  a  false  sense  <it  security, 
and  lines  nothing:  to  check  the  spread  of  intectioiis  disease;  it  tends  to 
lead  householders  in  some  cases  to  neglect  the  more  important  matters 
ol  thorough  xxashing  xx  ith  .soap  and  xx'ater.  AVe  are  satisfied  that  the 
best  disinfectants  arc  sunlight,  fresh  air,  soap  and  xvater  and  adxdse  the 
householder  to  place  reliance  an  these  agencies,  and  not  on  chemical 
disinfection. 


The  number  ot  lots  of  bedding,  etc.,  remox-ed  tor  disinfection 
during  the  past  year  xx-as  IHC.  compidsing  l,.‘1.5d  articles.  The  folloxviug 
labh-  gixes  a  classified  list  for  the  reasons  for  disinfection  of  premises 
during  the  |)ast  fix'e  years. 


Scarlet  Fex'er  ... 

I9;i4 

G 

1935 

3 

193G 

3 

1937 

1938 

8 

Diphtheria 

1 

1 

— 

3 

4 

Tuberculosis  ... 

112 

12G 

118 

121 

130 

Lnteric  Fexer... 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Fuerpcral  I’ex  er 

— 

— 

1 

— 

4 

Cancer 

17 

15 

13 

13 

17 

Schaols 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Scabies  and  x-erminous 
I’onditions  ... 

G-t 

G4 

2G 

4(1 

39 

Other  causes  ... 

m* 

65 

42 

11 

41 

294 

274 

2t)4 

18S 

244 

ITiemployed  Clubs,  etc. 


I-.,.. 
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r, A (  T i; I { I () r.oG  i c a l  icx a 1 1 x at i o x s . 

Arra n^ioincnts  arc  made  I'or  the  no^■c^^al'.v  routine  liacteriolnuieal 
examinatioms  to  he  larried  out  Ir.v  the  Puhlic  Health  Laboratory  of  the 
Uni\er.sity  of  Hirmiiioliain.  Tlic  number  of  speeimens  examined  durinjr 
tlie  year,  and  tlie  results,  are  set  out  below;  — 


Xatiiro  of  Specimen 

Throat  Swahs  fi/r  Dijihtlieria  Paccili — 

Xumber 

Positive 

Negative 

Su.speets 

724 

120 

6(  14 

Contacts 

Xasal  Swabs  for  Diphtheria  Bacilli — 

115 

12 

lOd 

Suspects 

2(1 

o 

15 

Contacts 

10 

d 

7 

Blood  for  B.  Typhosus 

15 

5 

10 

Blood  for  B.  Para-Typhosus 

15 

5 

10 

Urine  tor  Zondek  Aseheim  Test  ... 

U) 

d 

7 

I'rine  for  B.  Typhosus 

12 

— 

12 

Urine  for  B.  Para-Typhosus 

12 

1 

11 

Faeces  for  B.  Typhosus  ... 

Li 

— 

Id 

Faeces  for  B.  J’ara-Typhosus 

10 

d 

4 

Films  fc/r  detection  of  Gonococci 

7 

d 

4 

Sputum  for  Tubercle  Bacilli 

540 

61 

471) 

Alilk  for  Jlacterial  Count  ... 

88 

— 

— 

Alilk  for  Tubercle  Bacilli  ... 

185 

12 

I7d 

1,776 

2dd 

1  jrtoO 

In  addition  to  the  above,  57  examinations  of  sputum  were  made 
during  the  year,  in  conneetion  with  tlie  patients  in  the  Tuberculosis 
Pavilion  at  Holly  Lane  Hospital,  47  giving  positive  and  10  negative 
results . 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  TUBERCULOSIS 
OFFICER  FOR  THE  YEAR  1938 


NOTIFICATIONS. 

Nint'ty-iM'ilit  ]jrimnry  notifirntions  wc'rc  roccivcd  diiriiip;  the  year, 
1)1'  Puliiionnry  'rubci'culosis  and  21)  of  otlu'i-  forms  of  tlie  disease. 


The  following  table  shows  the  notifications  received  and  the  attack- 
rate  for  each  year  since  the  commencement  of  the  Public  Health 
(Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1912: — 


Attack  Rate 

Notifications  received  :  per  1,000  of  the  population. 

Pulmonary.  Other  forms.  Pulmonary.  Other  forms. 


1912 

307 

— 

4.1 

— 

1913 

318 

50 

4.3 

0.68 

1914 

143 

167 

1.9 

2,2 

1915 

229 

103 

3.1 

1.4 

1916 

204 

117 

2.6 

1.4 

1917 

206 

126 

2.6 

1.6 

1918 

194 

80 

2.5 

1.0 

1919 

260 

60 

3.5 

0.8 

1920 

146 

31 

1.9 

0.4 

1921 

88 

14 

1.1 

0.18 

1922 

112 

17 

1.4 

0.2 

1923 

80 

18 

1.02 

0.2 

1924 

110 

18 

1.39 

0.2 

1925 

74 

24 

0.9 

0.3 

1926 

94 

16 

1.2 

0.2 

1927 

.  ■  87 

38 

1.1 

0.49 

1928 

73 

25 

0.8 

0.29 

1929 

108 

34 

1.2 

0.4 

1930 

76 

19 

0.89 

0,22 

1931 

80 

29 

0.93 

0,33 

1932 

.  65 

20 

0.76 

0.23 

1933 

.  55 

16 

0,64 

0.19 

1934 

72 

19 

0.85 

0.22 

1935 

95 

19 

1.15 

0,23 

1936 

81 

21 

0.99 

0.25 

1937 

77 

4 

0.95 

0.04 

19.38 

78 

20 

0.97 

0.25 

The  doatlis  i' 

roin 

all  form.s  of  'ruber 

•cnlosis  du 

ring  the  year 

nnmben'd 

04.  all  of  wliicli 

had 

been  pri'viouslj' 

notified. 

This  compares  with  59 

deaths  last  year, 

all  c 

if  which  had  been 

previously 

•  notified. 
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Tho  fdlowiiiK  table  sliows  the  total  new  cases  during  the  year,  i.c., 
all  PRIMARY  NOFiEicATTONs  and  also  other  new  cases  coming  to  the 
knowledge  of  tho  ^Medical  Officer  of  Health  from  the  death  returns  or 
otherwise,  and  also  tlio  deaths  registered  during  the  year: — 


TUBERCULOSIS. 


N  KW 

Cases 

Deaths 

.Agk 

Periods 

Pu!monary. 

Olhei- 

forms 

1 

Piihnoii.arv.  1 

_ '  J 

Ofher 

forms. 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F  ! 

M 

K 

0 

to 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

to 

5 

— 

- 

— 

-- 

— 

— 

1 

5 

to 

10 

4 

— 

— 

—  ■ 

— 

10 

to 

15 

-- 

1 

3 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

15 

to 

20 

6 

4 

2 

2 

4 

2 

— 

— 

20 

t  o 

25 

5 

6 

2 

1 

— 

7 

... 

25 

to 

35 

12 

12 

2 

4 

6 

-- 

35 

to 

45 

7 

4 

2 

6 

2 

- 

45 

to 

55 

8 

-- 

1 

2 

1 

1 

55 

to 

65 

7 

1 

1 

9 

1  ; 

- 

- 

65  upwards 

1 

— 

1 

2 

— 

— 

Totals 

47 

39 

10 

11 

34 

1 

j 

1 

3 

2 

The  discrepancy  between  the  number  of  new  cases  and  tho  number 
of  notifications  received  is  accounted  for  by  ca.ses  transftu'rcd  frcun  othei 
areas. 


Tlir  niimlii'r  ol  ciisi's  (il  'riihcrciilosis  rciiiaiiiini^  on  the  l{i'oist('r  o' 
Notilioiitiou^  at.  tlio  ol^l  Dcioiiihor,  was  .jl^O.  \  1/ :  — 

I’liliuoiiai'y .  .Males  ...  21S  Xoii-J’ulinoiiary,  .Malt's  ...  5(i 

Kt'iiialos  ...  211  Foniali's  ...  l.)2 


4G2 


1  Is 


DEATH-RATE  FROM 

TUBERCULOSIS 

PER  1,000  POPULATION 

Five-Year  Period. 

Pulmonary. 

Other  Forms, 

All  Forms. 

1912-1916 

.  1.04 

0.24 

1.28 

1913-1917 

.  1.12 

0.18 

1.30 

1914-1918 

.  1,20 

0.15 

1.35 

•  1915-1919 

.  1.20 

0.14 

1.34 

1916-1920 

.  1.14 

0.17 

1.31 

1917-1921 

.  1.03 

0.20 

1.23 

1918-1922 

.  0.93 

0.24 

1.17 

1919-1923 

.  0.86 

0.25 

1.11 

1920-1924 

.  0.76 

0.26 

1.02 

1921-1925 

.  0.75 

0.24 

0.99 

1922-1926 

.  0.79 

0.20 

0.99 

1923-1927 

.  0.80 

0.15 

0.95 

1924-1928 

.  0.75 

0.14 

0.89 

1925-1929 

.  0.76 

0.12 

0.88 

1926-1930 

.  0.78 

0.10 

0.88 

1927-1931 

.  0.75 

0.10 

0.85 

1928-1932 

. .  0.69 

0.11 

0.80 

1929-1933 

.  0.67 

0.10 

0.77 

1930-1934 

.  0.60 

0.10 

0.70 

1931-1935 

.  0.58 

0.09 

0.67 

19;i-^-19;l() 

.  0.5() 

0.07 

0.G4 

I9;i;f-l9;i7 

.  O.GO 

O.OG 

().G7 

19;U-19.‘18 

.  0.64 

0.07 

0.70 

Tho  above  figures  whicli  show  the  doatli-ratos  from  tuberculosis  in 
Smotliwick  for  tlie  [tast  27  .years,  are  ver.\-  informative.  fii  order  to 
make  tho  results  more  comparable,  and  to  smooth  the  curve  of 
inequalities  due  to  non-recurring  causes,  such  as  influenza  epidemics, 
the  figurt's  shown  arc  for  five-yearly  periods  and  not  for  single  years. 
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1,  -Niinilicr  ()l Cases  (III  I )is|)(‘nsa rv  l{ey:ister  ini  1st  Janiiai-y  ...  ;t7G 

—  NiiiiiIkm-  oI  cases  transferred  rnnn  otliei-  areas  and  cases 

retnrncil  after  dischar>re  nndei  Head  ;{  in  previons  \cars  ...  n 

;i. — Nnmlicr  of  cases  transfcriH'd  to  other  areas,  cases  in.'t 
,  desiriii”'  fnrtliei-  assistance  nmler  the  tnliercnlosis  scheme. 

,ind  cases  “lost  sif^lit  of"  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  l;j 

4. — (  ases  written  off  dnrinn  tlie  .vea  i-  as  Dead  (all  causes)  ...  49 

d.  --.\nmhci-  of  attendances  at  the  l)is|icmary  (inclndino 

Contacts)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ..  2,950 

'  Xumher  of  Insured  I’er.sons  under  Domiciliary  Treatment 
on  Olst  December  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  89 

—  Xnmher  of  consultations  with  medical  practitioners;  — 

(ti)  Personal  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  25 

ih)  Other  .  390 

8.  — Xnmher  (.'f  \dsits  by  Tuberculosis  Officers  to  homes  (inclnd- 

inc  personal  consultations)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  31 

9.  -Xnmher  of  visits  b,v  Nurses  or  Health  Visitor.s  to  homes  for 

Dispensary  purposes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,504 

10.  Xnmher  of :  — 

id)  Spc(-im,cns  of  S|nitnm.  etc,,  examined  ...  ...  291 

(//)  X-i'a.v  examinations  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  794 

in  connection  with  Dispensary  work. 

11.  — Xnmliei-  of  “Recovered”  cases  restorc'd  t(/  Dispensary 

Re>iister,  and  included  in  A(o)  and  A(h)  above  ...  ...  — 

12.  — Xumhei'  of  ‘‘T.!’.  jilns”  ca.ses  on  Dispensary-  Register  on 

31st  December  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  139 

X'umher  of  Dispensaries  foi-  the  treatmmit  of  Tnliercnlosis 
(('xcludiuK  centres  used  only  for  special  forms  of  treatment). 

Provided  by  the  Council  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Provided  by  Voluntary  Rovlies  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 
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Number  of  Beds  available  for  the  treatment  of  Tuberculosis  on  the  31st 
December,  in  Institutions  belonging  to  the  Council. 


Name  of  Institution. 

For  Pulmonary 
Cases. 

For  Non-Pul  monary 
Cases. 

Total. 

Adults. 

Children 
under  15 

■Adults 

Children 
under  15 

Holly  Lane  Sanatorium, Smethwick 

20 

... 

20 

Komsley  Hill  Sanatoiium, 

17 

17 

Nr.  Halesowen,  VVorcs. 

' 

[See  Note] 

Note. 


i 

i 

.•i 


The  partictilars  shown  on  the  attached  return  under  this  heading 
relate  to  beds  in  the  Institutions  named  in  respect  of  which  the  Council 
have  a  definite  agreement  to  retain  tlie  use  of  the  number  of  beds 
specified,  although  in  no  case  does  the  Institution  actually  belong  to  the 
Council. 


Holly  Lane  Sanatorium  belongs  to  the  Smethwick  and  Oldbury 
Joint  Hospital  Committee. 


Homsley  Hill  Sanatorium  belongs  to  the  Birmingham  City  Council. 


In  addition  to  the  above,  beds  have  been  used  during  the  year  for  ;  — 
Pulmonary  Cases. 

At  Creaton  Sanatorium.  Northampton;  Crossley  Sanatorium. 
(  lieshire;  Royal  National  Hospital  for  Consumption,  Ventnor, 
I.O.W.;  Kversfield  C’hest  Hospital.  St.  Leona ids-on-Sea. 


N  on~Pulmonary . 


At  Birmingham  Royal  Cripples’  Hospitals  (i.e.,  the  Woodlands.” 
Northfield,  the  ”  Forelands,”  Bromsgrove,  and  the  Vicarage  Road 
Hr^pital,  Birmingham). 


Return  (hewing  the  extent  of  Residential  Treatment  and  Observation 
during  the  year  in  Institutions  (other  than  Poor  Law  Institutions) 
approved  for  the  treatment  of  Tuberculosis. 


In  Insti¬ 
tutions 
on 

]an.  I  St. 

1 

Adinitt’(l|  ] 

,  .  ^  clKirs^eci 

cUinnt;  '  ,  •  , 

the  vear. 

|tlie  vear. 

Died  in 
the 

I  nstitu- 
tious. 

in 

I  nstitu- 
tions  on 
Dec.  31st 

■Adiik  Males  ... 

1 

I 

... 

Number  of  doubtfully 
tuberculous  cases  a  dm  lit  - 

Adult  Females 

I 

1 

ed  for  observation 

Cliildien 

> 

1 

Total  ... 

3 

.3 

Adult  Males  ... 

17 

60 

.31 

1.3 

n 

Number  of  patients 
suffeiinr;  from  imlmo-* 

Adult  F cinalcs 

16 

52 

10 

13 

nary  tuberculosis 

Children 

Total  ... 

.3.1 

1  10 

O  ■ 

1 

25 

24 

Adult  Males  ... 

1 

■ 

8 

... 

Numbei'of  Patienis  suf- 
ferinjj  from  non-pul--^ 

Ailiilt  I^'cinales 

1 

5 

6 

monary  tuberculosis 

Children 

6 

8 

10 

... 

4 

Total  ... 

8 

20 

24 

... 

4 

Grand  Total 

dl 

142 

130 

25 

28 

Return  showing  the  extent  of  Residential  Treatment  provided  during  the 
year  in  Poor  Law  Institutions  for  persons  chargeable  to  the  Council 


1 

In  Institu- 
1  tions  on 

1  Tan.  1st. 

Admitted 
during 
the  yenr 

Discharged 
during 
the  year 

Died  in 
the  Insti¬ 
tutions. 

In  Institu¬ 
tions  on 
Dec.  3 1st 

Number  of  patients  suf- 
feiing  from  pulmonary 
tuberculosis 

^ Adult  Males  ... 

Adult  Females 

Children 

-  Total 

... 

... 

... 

I 

... 

1 

... 

1 

I 

Number  of  patients  suf¬ 
fering  from  non-pulmon-- 
ary  tuberculosis 

.Adult  Males  ... 

Adult  Females 

Children 

Total  ... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Grand  TtAal 

1 

... 

1 

37 


Return  showing  the  results  of  observation  of  doubtfully  tuberculous  cases 
discharged  during  the  year  from  Institutions  approved  for  the 
treatment  of  Tuberculosis. 


I  )i.ij,'nosis  on 
disch.ntie 
ironi  observation. 

For  Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis. 

P'or  Non-Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis. 

Tolals. 

Stay  under 

4  weeks. 

Stay  over 
4  weeks. 

Stay  under 

4  weeks. 

Slay  over 

4  weeks. 

M. 

F. 

Ch. 

M. 

F. 

Ch. 

M. 

F. 

Ch. 

M. 

F. 

Ch. 

.M. 

F. 

Ch. 

I'ubcrculons 

... 

... 

Non-tnberciilous... 

1 

1 

... 

... 

... 

1 

1 

Doubtful  ... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

1 

... 

... 

... 

1 

Totals . 

1 

1 

... 

... 

1 

... 

... 

1 

1 

1 

k 
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NON-PULMONARY  TUBERCULOSIS. 

Supplementary  Annual  Return  showing  in  summary  form  (a)  the  condition  at  the  end  of  1938  of  all  patients  remaining  on  tlie  Dispeiisaiy 

Register  ;  and  (b)  the  reasons  for  the  removal  of  all  cases  written  off  the  Register. 


Previous  to  1928. 

1928. 

1929. 

1930. 

1931. 

1932. 

1933. 

1934, 

1935. 

1936. 

1937. 

193e 

i. 

Condition  at  the  time  of  the  last 
record  made  during  the  year  to 
which  the  Return  relates. 
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fustic  lIKAl/ril  (IMIKVKXTIOX  Ob  TniKlK'Ul.OSfS) 

’  I!  IK  in -AT  IONS,  1925. 

It  \\  aN  not  lu'cifssary  to  take  action  under  tliese  llonnlations  diirinn 
;  !ie  y.  ar. 


I’l  lll.lC  IIIIAI/I'H  AC'I',  192o,  Soction  62. 

It  was  round  necessary  to  take  action  mid('r  this  Act  durme  the 
aj.ir  in  one  case. 


\l'  rKK-t'Allll  WOIIK. 

Al’ter-care  work  has  been  carried  out  by  tlie  Stall  at  the  tdiest 
Clinic,  and  the  lollowine;  is  a  sntnmary  of  tlie  work  done  durinp;  tlie  year; 

Patients  receiving  loan  ol  beds  and  b(>ddine  ...  ...  10 

Patients  reeeiviii";  loan  of  shelters,  inclnding  beds  ...  ...  1 

Advaaci‘d  casf's  on  domiciliary  treatment  receiving  loans 

of  bed-])ans.  air  cushions,  atomisers,  etc,  ...  ...  79 


IIO.MK  Nri{:^L\T;  AXl)  KXTIIA  XOUIUSHMENT. 

In  71  cases,  extra  nourishment  in  the  form  of  grants  of  milk  was 
Liiveii  during  the  year,  as  against  49  cases  in  1907.  and  50  in  1936. 

I'KXTAl.  TRMAT.MEXT. 

By  arrangement  with  the  Education  C'ommittee,  the  services  of  one 
o(  the  school  dentists  is  available  for  the  dental  treatment  of  Tuborcnlosis 
patients.  Umh-r  this  seheine  27  patients  were  deaU  with  during  the  year, 
all  bi'ing  seen  at  Holly  Tame  Hospital.  Two  patients  were  provided  with 
(A'litnres. 


hecheattox. 

Contributions  of  books.  ]teriodical.s.  etc.,  for  tlu>  patients’  library 
will  he  welcomed  from  anyone  reading  this  re])ort. 


4L> 

Mental  Deficiency  Acts. 


The  following  is  an  extraet  from  the  IT'tuni  of  .M('iitnl  Dofectivi's 
as  on  1st  .January,  19.‘59.  siibiuittcd  to  tlie  Hoard  of  Control  :  — 


M. 

F. 

Total 

1.  Xumhi'r  of  Cases  iu  Institutions  under 

“  Order  ’’  (excluding  cases  on  licence) 

.39 

23 

62 

2.  Xiimber  of  Cases  in  Institutions  not 

under  “  Order  ”... 

5 

5 

10 

.‘1.  X’umber  of  Caso.s  on  Licence  from 

Institutions 

2 

4 

6 

4.  Xumber  of  Cases  under  Guardianship  ... 

5 

4 

9 

5.  X'umber  of  Cases  in  “places  of  safety” 

— 

— 

— 

6.  Xumber  of  Cases  under  Statutory  Super- 

vision 

106 

77 

18.3 

7.  X’^iimber  of  Cases  in  receipt  of  Poor  Law 

Relief  : — 

(a)  In  Institutions... 

2 

3 

5 

(1))  Domiciliary 

4 

5 

9 

The  above  table  shows  that  there  is  a 

total 

of  78 

Cases 

Institutions,  as  follows  ; — 

'  M. 

F. 

Total 

^loiiyhull  Colony,  Birmingham 

21 

20 

41 

Great  Barr  Park  Colony 

7 

8 

15 

Erclington  House,  Birmingham 

12 

3 

1.5 

Ross  Poor  Law  Insticution  ... 

3 

— 

3 

Inc.  of  Xational  Institutions  tor  the  Care 

of  Feeble-minded,  Stoke  Park 

1 

1 

2 

Besford  Court  iMental  Welfare  Home  ... 

1 

— 

1 

Hortham  Colony 

1 

— 

1 

46 

32 

78 

V3 


Venereal  Diseases. 


Ity  arraiigcmcnt,  treatment  is  available  for  Smethwick  patients  at 
; a,,  ('leneral  Hospital,  Jfinninghani.  .Male  and  Female  Departments  are 
on  the  following  days; — 

('LiNies:  l'l\'ery  morning,  fr(mi  10  a.m,  to  12  noon. 

I'lvt'ry  evening  (excepting  Saturdays  and  Sundays) 
from  .1  p.m.  to  7  p.m. 

I  XTI',HMF,01.\'I  K  d'llH.\.T.MKNT  : - 

Week-days,  from  8.15  a.m.  to  8  p.m. 

Satnrdaj's,  from  8.15  a.m.  to  2  p.m. 

Sundays,  from  10  a.m.  to  1  p.m. 

The  number  of  Smethwick  rc'sidents  dealt  with  at  the  Centre  during 
the  year  was  130.  eomiwred  vith  lOO  in  1937,  109  in  1936,  10.5  in  19.35, 
Ih'.  in  1934.  114  in  19.33,  85  in  19.32,  103  in  1931,  110  in  19.30,  111  in 
1929.  82  in  1928,  85  in  1927,  83  in  1926,  89  in  1925,  64  in  1924,  61  in 
l;i2.3.  74  in  1922,  73  in  1921,  and  120  in  1920. 

'riie  Report  of  the  Mi-dieal  Officer  of  the  Treatment  Centre  for  the 
yrar  under  review  shows: — 

A.  XumlK'r  of  Smethwick  patients  dealt  with  during  the  year,  at 
or  in  connection  with  the  Out-Patient  Clinic  for  the  first  time 


and  found  to  lie  suffi'ring  from  :  — 


Syphilis 

13 

Soft  Chancre  ... 

— 

Gonorrhoea 

47 

Conditions  other  than  Venereal  ... 

70 

130 

Total  Numher  of  attendances  at  the  Otit-Patient  Clinic  of 

all  patients  ri'siding  in  Smethwick  ... 

...  4,973 

Aggregate  number  of  “  fn-patient  days  ”  of  all 

patients 

residing  in  Smethwick  ... 

.  166 

’athological  ('xaminations  math'  at  the  General  Hospital  during  the 

19.38  relating  to  patients  residing  in  Smethwick;— 

For  detection  of  Sp.  Palliada — Films 

4 

For  detection  of  Gonococci — Films 

345 

I'dir  deteecion  of  Gonococci — Cultures 

333 

For  Wasserman  Reaction 

240 

Blood.  Complement  Fixation  Tost 

124 

Blood.  Van-den-berg  Test  ... 

11 

Blood  for  Sigma  Test 

20 

Cert'bral-Spinal  Fluid.  Cell  Count  ... 

5 

Cerebral-Sj)inal  Fluid  W.R. 

5 

1.087 


In  addition.  118  tests  for  Wa.sserman  Reaction  and  29  examinations 
lor  the  detection  of  gonococci  we're  made  at  the  City  of  Birmingham 
Racteriological  Laboratory. 
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General  Provision  of  Health  Services 
in  the  Borough. 


TIOSPJTALS  PROVinivI)  OH  SUBSIDTSEl)  MY  THE  LOCAL 
AUTHORITY. 

(1)  Gexer.vl  :  — 

St.  Chad’.s  Hospital  .situatc'd  in  Hagley  Road.  Minninghain,  contains 
145  hed.s  for  the  reception  of  medical,  surgical,  niaternitv  and 
gynaecological  patients. 

Taber  Snowixo  the  Ci.assificatiox  oe  the  Accommodatiox  ecu  Sick 
AND  IMatrkxita'  Cases  axi)  the  Muaiber  of  Beds  Occupied  ox  the 

•Hst  Hece'.mber,  1938. 


Classification 

of 

Wards. 

Number 

of 

Wards. 

BED.S. 

Men. 

Women. 

Children 
(under  16  years 
of  age.) 

Total. 

Pro¬ 

vided. 

Occu¬ 

pied. 

Pro¬ 

vided. 

Occu¬ 

pied. 

Pro¬ 

vided. 

Occu¬ 

pied. 

Pro¬ 

vided. 

Occu¬ 

pied. 

Medical 

10 

17 

9 

IG 

...  IG 

— 

..  10 

.33 

. . .  35 

Surgical 

8 

22 

. . .  IG 

18 

...  14 

—  .. 

4 

4f) 

. . .  34 

Chronic  Sick. . 

4 

18 

...  10 

19 

...  18 

—  .. 

1 

.37 

...  29 

Afaternity 

11 

— 

... 

27 

...  26 

—  .. 

.  — 

27 

...  2G 

Children 

1 

— 

...  — 

— 

...  — 

in  .. 

.  10 

10 

...  10 

Totals  .. 

34 

57 

. . .  .35 

80 

...  74 

10  .. 

.  25 

147  , 

...  1.34 

STATISTICS  RELATING  TO  THE  PERIOD  ENDED 
31st  DECE.AIBER.  19.38. 


(A)  LN-PATIENTS. 


1. 

2. 


3. 


Total  number  of  admissions  (including 
Hospital) 

Numbei-  of  women  confined  in  H(«pital  ... 
Number  of  live  births 


infants  born  in 

. 2. .3.33 

.  42() 

.  417 


4. 


G. 


Number  of  still  births 


Number  of  deaths  among  the  newly-born  (i.e. 
weeks  of  age)  ... 


under  foui 


Total  number  of  deaths  among  children  under  one  year 
(including  those  given  under  .5)  ... 


19 


23 


34 


45 


woiui'ii  adinittrd  to 


8. 

y. 

lU, 


11. 

12. 

Li. 


Niiiiilior  ol'  maternal  tleatlisj  auioiie 
hu.spital  lor  coufinemeat  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Total  number  of  dcatlis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  151) 

'Total  number  of  discharges  (,iii<-'liiding  infants  born  in 
Jiospital  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2,152 

Duration  of  stay  of  patients  incluiled  in  8  and  9  above. 

M umber  of  cases  wliose  total  stay  was  for  the  following 
periods ; — 

fa)  Under  four  weeks  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,878 

fb)  Four  weeks  and  under  thirteen  weeks  ...  ...  400 

(c)  Thirteen  weeks  or  more  ...  ...  ...  ...  .'i.'i 

Number  of  beds  occupied  (e.xcluding  cots  in  maternity 
wards,  (a)  average  during  the  year  l.'iCi.O;.  (b)  highest  155 
on  September  2;jrd ;  (c)  lowest  109,  on  December  24th. 

Number  of  surgical  operations  under  general  aiuestlietic 
fexcluding  dental  operations)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  572 

Number  of  abdominal  sections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  169 


VD)  OUT-PATIFN'TS 

'There  is  at  present  no  out-patient  department  in  connection  with 
Sc.  Chad’s  Hospital. 


fC)  CLASSIFICATION  OF  IN-PATIFNTS  WHO  WERE  DlSCHARGl-lD 
FROM  OR  WHO  DIED  IN  THE  INSTTTUTION  DURING  THE  YEAR 
ENDED  31st  DECEMBER,  1938. 


Children  (under 

Men 

16  years  of  age.) 

and  Women. 

Disease  Groups. 

Dis¬ 

Dis¬ 

charged.  Died. 

charged. 

Died. 

A. 

Acuce  Infectious  Disease 

6  2 

12 

1 

B. 

Influenza 

...  —  — 

4 

— 

C. 

Tuberculosis ; — 

Pulmonary 

...  —  — 

12 

4 

Non-Pulmonary 

...  —  — 

8 

— 

D. 

Malignant  Disease 

...  —  — 

41 

20 

E.  Rheumatism  : — 

fl)  Acute  Rheumatism  fRhcumatic 
Fe\er)  together  with  sub¬ 
acute  Rheumatism  and  CUiorea  15  —  18 

(2)  Non-articular  manifestations  of 
so-called  “  rheumatism  ” 

(.Muscular  Rheumatism, 

Fibrositis,  Lumbago  and 

Sciatica  )  ...  .■•  —  —  8 

f3)  Chronic  Arthritis  .  —  —  10 
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F.  N'enereal  Disease 

—  — 

— 

— 

C.  Puerperal  Pyre.xia  ; — 

(a)  Women  eon  lined  in  the  Ihjsjcital 

_  _ 

23 

_ 

(b)  Other  cases 

—  — 

— 

— 

H.  Other  Diseases  and  Accidents  con¬ 
nected  with  Pregnancy  and  Childbirth 

_  _ 

00 

1 

1.  Mental  Diseases: — 

(a)  Senile  Dementia 

2 

fb)  Other 

—  — 

— 

— 

J.  Senile  Decay 

—  — 

0 

— 

K.  Accidental  injury  and  X'ioleiiee 

53  ] 

125 

0 

In  respect  of  cases  not  included  above. 

L.  Disease  of  the  Xervoiis  System  and 

Sense  Organs  ...  ...  ...  ...  31  4 

40 

14 

iM.  Disease  of  Respiratory  System  ... 

53  4 

80 

27 

X.  Disease  of  Circulatory  System  ... 

.  6  — 

60 

16 

0.  Disease  of  Digestive  System 

142  3 

241 

15 

P.  Disease  of  Genita-Urinary  System 

8  — 

108 

4 

Q.  Disease  of  Skin 

5  — 

31 

— 

R.  Other  Diseases 

10  25 

36 

7 

S.  iMothers  and  Infants  discharged  from 
Maternity  'Wards  and  not  included 
in  above  figures  : — 

Motliers 

416 

infants 

. 370 

—  —  — 

Any  persons 

nut  falling  under  any  of 

the  above 

headings  ...  ...  ...  23 

—  54  — 

Totals  ...  731 

30  1,421  12»0 

(  2  )  1'  U  U  KllC  ULOSIS  : — 

liully  Lane  Hospital.  Smethwick.  22  bed.s  for  ach  aiiced  and  chronic 
ca.ses. 

Romsley  Hill  Sanatorium,  near  Halesowen.  (  Rirniincliam  Corpora¬ 
tion).  17  bed.s  reserved  for  Smetbwiek  patients. 

For  Surgical  Tuberculosis;  Cases  are  sent  to  “  Tlu'  Woodlands.’' 
Northfield  and  “  The  Forelands,"  Bromsgrovc. 


47 


^;!l  .MAitUMTV:  — 

Tlicro  are  'll  bedb  tor  Maternity  Cases  at  tlie  Couueirs  MuiiK'i[)al 
^  Huspical  (see  page  44). 

'ruiy  Ijeds  reser\ ed  tor  eases  ot  Puerperal  l''e\er  at  tlie  Women's 
Hospital,  SparkliiU,  Birniingliaiii. 


I  1  I  C'llinDHE.V  ;  — 

The  Council  has  an  arrangement  with  the  Childri'ii's  .Hospital, 
Birmingham,  tor  the  treatment  of  ehildreii. 

n'l)  h'KVEii  ;  — 

Smethwick  and  Oldbury  Joint  Isolation  Hospital,  Holly  Lane, 
Smetlnvick  (.total  86  beds).  All  types  ot  infectious  disease  are 
now  treated. 


(6)  Saialli’ox  : — 

South  Staffordshire  Joint  Smallpox  Hospital.  Moxley,  near 
AVednesbury. 

I.XSTIIXXIONAL  PkoVISION  EOlt  UXAlAlUtlEU  tMulllEKS,  IlLEGIIIMATE 

Ineants,  axu  Hoaiele.s.s  Children;  — 

Hope  Lodge,  Edgbaston,  Birmingham. 

.V.MiiEi.ANLE  Facilities  :  — 

(a)  For  Infectious  Cases:  Smethwick  and  Oldbury  Joint  Hospital 
Committee  have  two  “Morris”  Motor  Ambulances,  which  are 
kept  at  the  Isolation  Hospital,  Holly  Lane,  Smethwick 
(Telephone,  Smethwick  0159) . 

(b)  For  Non-Infectious  and  Accident  Cases:  A  20  h.p.  “Austin," 
two  20  h.p.  and  one  JO  h.p.  “iMorris”  Ambulances  kept  at  the 
Fire  Station,  Bolfe  Street,  Smethwick.  (Telephone. 
Smethwick  2222). 


CLINICS  AND  TBEATMENT  CENTRES. 

Imam  AA'eleare  Centres:  — 

There  are  seven  Infant  AVelfare  Centres  in  the  Borough,  and  sessions 
are  held  on  the  following  days  from  2  to  4.30  p.ni.,  with  the 
exception  of  the  AA^ednesday  session  at  the  Cape  Centre  (9  a.m. 
to  12  noon). 

No.  1.  Baptist  Hall,  Rawlings  Boad.  IMondays  and  AA'^ednesdays. 

No.  2.  St.  Stephen’s  Hall.  Cambridge  Road.  Alondays  and 
AA’ednesdays. 
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No.  ;i.  The  Firis  Clinic,  Coopers  JjiUie.  IMonduys,  Tuesdays  and 
Thursday.s. 

i\o.  4.  ('(jn'^reyational  Cliurcli  Jlall,  Oldbury  Road.  i'Tidays. 

Xo.  o.  St.  Gregory’s  Hall,  Wigorii  Road.  Fridays. 

Xo.  6.  St.  Mark’s  Clnireli,  Warley  Road.  Tuesdays  and  Tliursdays. 

Xo.  7.  Cape  Clinic,  Durban  Road.  Tuesday  attei-uoons  and 
Wednesday  mornings. 

Ante-X.vial  C’niNic ;  — 

Held  at  the  Firs  Clinic,  Coopers  Lane,  on  iMondajy,  Wednesday  and 
Fi’iday  mornings,  I'roin  9  to  11,  Wednesday  allernoon  I'loni 
2  to  3.  and  Thursday  evening  5  to  7. 

Held  at  the  Cape  Clinic,  Durban  Road,  on  Tuesday  and  Thursday 
mornings  9  to  11,  Wednesday  exening  d  to  7,  and  'I'linrsday 
afternoon  2  to  3. 

Rost-X.vt.\l  Clinic:  — 

Held  at  the  Firs  Clinic,  Coopers  Lane,  on  Thursday  morning  9  till  11 
and  Friday  afternoon  2  to  3. 

Held  at  the  Cape  Clinic,  Durban  Road,  on  Monday  and  Wednesday 
aftei'no'.ni.s  2  to  3. 


Scnooi.  Clinics:  — 

Two  School  Clinics  are  provided,  one  at  the  Cape  Clinic,  Durban 
Road,  and  one  at  the  Firs  Clinic,  Coopersi Lane.  The  days  and 
times  of  attendance  are  as  follows; — 


'JTeatment  Clinics: — 

Cape:  Tuesday,  Wednesday,  Thursday  and  Friday  mornings,  9.31)  to 
12  noon. 

The  Firs:  IMonday,  Tuesday,  Wednesday.  Thursday  and  Friday 
mornings,  9. 31)  to  12  noon. 

inspection  Clinics:— 

Cape:  Friday  morning.  9.30  to  12  noon. 

The  Firs:  Tuesday  morning,  9.30  to  12  noon. 


Eye  Clinics  :  — 

The  Firs  Clinic:  Monday  2  to  5  p.m.,  and  Wednesday  9.30  a.m.  to 
12  noon. 
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IdMSAiin.N  (  J,1M(.  :  -- 

(/'ape:  Monday  moniiii”:.  to  19. dO  p.ni. 

0 

Ski.n  Clinic:  — 

Cape:  ^Moiula>  and  Weilnesday  alternoon^. 
i)j-:NiAL  Clinics  :  — 

The  Firs:  Daily  (exeeiit  Monday  and  Wetlnesday  afternoons)  from 
9.30  to  12.30  p.iii.;  and  2  to  5  p.in. 

Cape:  Daily  (exc-epD  Tuesday  and  Thursday  afternoons)  from  9.30  to 
12.30  p.m.,  and  2  to  5  it.m. 

C  UESX  Clinic:  — 

The  Firs:  Monday  from  7  to  9  p.m..  Wednesday  from  2  to  4  [i.ni.  and 
Friday  from  11  to  12.3d  p.m.  New  eases  seen  by  appointment 
only. 


Ulxici-\Tulki  Lighx  Clinic:  — 

The  Firs:  Monday  from  2.15  to  5  p.m.,  and  Friday  from  2.15  to 
5  p.in.  Other  days  by  appointment. 

X-Kav  Fxaminaxions  :  — 

At  the  Firs  Claiie  liy  appointment. 


I'llOI  ESSlUNAL  XCIISING  IN  XHE  IdoJIE  :  — 

The  Smethwick  District  Nursing  Association,  the  Fdward  Clieshire 
Nurses'  Home,  Bearwood  Road,  Smethwick,  has  a  nurse-matron 
and  two  nurses,  wlio  undertake  general  nursing  among  the 
poorer  iidiabitants  in  the  district. 


-Miuwiv  ES  :  — 

Ten  midwives  reside  in  the  Borough,  and  a  total  of  16  notified  their 
intention  to  practise  in  the  area  during  the  year. 

Chemical  Wokk  :  — 

This  work  is  undertaken  by  the  Public  .Cnalj^st  for  the  Borough. 
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Other  Institutions  available  for  the  District. 


CriiMciiAL  Hospital,  Stklliioi'sk  I^aM';.  JiiitMiNouAii  (Central  yOll)  ; — 

Out-patients’  Uepartnient  open  ilaily  at  9  a. in. 

QrEEN's  llo.spiiAL,  Hath  Row,  Riumingiiam  (.Midlaiul  2027) ;  — 

Out-patients'  Department  open  tlaily  at  9  a.m.  (except  Sunday). 

C'HiLuitEx'.s  Hospital,  Ladvwooi)  Road,  Diiumlxoiiaii  (Edj^baston  2957)  ; — 

Dor  children  under  12  years  of  age.  Daily  from  1.00 — 2.00  ii.ni. 
(except  Saturd.ay  and  Sunday). 

Women’s  Hospital,  Spakkhii.l,  Riumingham  (V'ietoria  1101);  — 

Out-iiatients'  Department,  Upper  Priory,  Rirmiugliam.  Dail\ 
(exeej)t  Saturday  and  Sunday)  from  1  p.m. 

Eye  Hospital,  Church  Stueei,  Rhounchaai  (Central  0711);  — 

Out-patients’  Department  open  daily  from  9 — 10  a.m.  (except 
Sunday) . 

SxiN  AND  Urinary  Hospital,  John  Bright  Street,  Biraii.nc.haai 
(.Midland  5921)  ;  — 

Out-patients’  Department  open  daily  from  1.00  p.m.  to  0  p.m. 
(except  Saturday  and  Sunday). 

Ear,  Mose  and  Throat  Hospital,  Ed-munh  Street,  IRrminguam 
(Central  6576)  ; — 

Out-patients'  Department  open  daily  9.00 — 11  a.m.  (except 
Saturday  and  Sunday). 

Royal  Cripples’  Hospital,  Rroau  St.,  Birmingham  CMidland  0SO4)  ;  — 

Out-patients’  Department  open  daily  (except  Friday,  Saturday  and 
Sunday),  from  1.00 — 2.00  p.m. 

Dental  Hospital,  Great  Charles  St.,  Birmingham  (Central  0456);  — 

Daily  from  9 — 10.15  a.m.  (except  Sunday). 

Miulanu  Hospital,  Easy  Row,  Birmingham  (Central  1421);  — 

Out-patients’  Department  open  daily  9 — 10.00  a.m. ;  afternoon 
appointments  only  (except  Sunday). 

(Maternity  Hospital,  Lovf.day  St.,  Birmingham  (Aston  Cross  2508);  — 

Out-patients  are  seen  on  Monday,  Wednesday,  Thursday  and 
Sntuiday  at  9  a.m.,  and  Tuesday  and  Friday  at  1.30  p.m. 

The  Birjiingham  General  Dispensary  has  a  branch  at  Cape  Hill, 

Smetlnvick  (Telephone  No.  SME.  0659),  2 — 4  p.m,  daily  (except 

Wednesday  and  Sunday). 


Local  Acts,  Bye-Laws  etc.,  relating  to  Public  Health 
in  force  in  the  County  Borough  of  Smethwick. 


LOCAL  ACTS 

Smethwick  Corporation  Act,  ]h01. 
Smethwick  Corporation  Act,  1927. 
Smethwick  Corporation  Act,  1929. 

BYE-LAWS. 

Slaughter-houses,  1893. 

Nuisances,  1914. 

Cood  Rule  and  Government,  1921. 

New  Streets  and  Buildings,  1926. 

Nursing  Homes,  1929. 

I’ublic  Health  (Smoke  Abatement)  1931). 

REGULATIONS 

Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops,  1901. 
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MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 


SUMMARY  OF  STA'I'ISTICS  FOR  THK  YEAR  1<)3S. 
IRirrHS. 

TIk'  miiuber  of  birtlis  notified  duriiijj;  tlio  past  five  years  under  the 
Notification  of  Births  Act,  1907,  and  Section  203  of  the  Ptiblic  Health 
Act.  1936,  as  ad.justt'fl  by  transferred  notifications,  was  as  follows: — 


1934 

1935 

1936 

1937 

1938 

Live  Births 

1 ,273 

1,197 

1.298 

1,185 

1,197 

Stillbirths 

38 

52 

45 

51 

38 

Total 

1.311 

1,249 

1,343 

1,236 

1,235 

Notified  by  Midwives  914 

896 

917 

832 

787 

Notifi('d  by  doctors 
and  parents  ...  397 

353 

426 

404 

448 

Comparison  with  the  return  of  the  local  Reeistr.ar  shows  that  very 
few  births  escape  notification. 


HEALTH  VISITING. 

The  (louncil  employ  a  Snpi'rintendent  and  thirteen  health  visitors  who 
are  also  Scliool  nurses,  the  ecpiivalcn;  of  seven  whole-time  visitors  being 


engaged 

in  Alaternity  and  Child  Welfare 

work. 

The  number  of 

paid  during  the  year  was: — 

(if 

To  Expectant  Mothers  ... 

First 

Visit.s 

587 

Total 

Visits 

..  1,158 

(ii) 

To  Nursing  Mothers 

Total 

Visits 

431 

(iii) 

To  children  under  one  year  of 

age 

First 

Visits  . 

,.  1,096 

Total 

V^isits 

,.  5.148 

(iv) 

To  (liildrcn  h('tw('en  the  ages 

of  1  and  5  years 

Total 

Visits  . 

..  7.706 
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In  |)raftire  tlio  town  is  dividod  into  districts,  to  cacli  cjI'  which  oin 
licaltli  visitor  is  allotted.  Her  duties  include  - 

\'isiting  e.\[)cetant  mothers. 

Attendance  at  tlie  Ante-Natal  Clinic  (by  rota). 

Routine  visiting  of  new  births  notified. 

Routine  visiting  of  children  up  to  the  age  of  .5  years. 

Visiting  and  treatment  of  cases  of  ophthalmia  neonatorum. 
Investigation  of  applications  for  grants  of  milk  in  necessitous  cases. 
Visiting  in  connection  with  stillbirths. 

Attendance  at  the  Infant  Welfare  (kmtre  of  her  district  and  the 
home  visiting  of  children  who  arc  attending. 

Visiting  in  connection  with  non-notifialile  inft'ctions  diseases,  o.g., 
iNfeasles.  Whooping  Cough,  Chicken-pox.  (Ac. 

Visiting  iNlental  Defectives. 

Attendance  at  School  .Medical  Inspc'ction. 

Attendance  at  School  Clinics, 

Visiting  of  “follow-nj)”  cases  until  treatment  is  completed. 

A  separate  health  visitor  is  engaged  in  visiting  tuberculosis  cases, 
and  covers  the  wliolo  area. 

The  total  number  of  visits  paid  by  the  health  visitors  during  tin' 
past  five  years  is  as  follows; — 

1934  . 28,537  19.36 . 23,579 

1935  . 24 ,395  1937 . 25 ,882 

19.38 . 18,899 


INFANT  WELFARE  CENTRES. 

The  number  of  Centres  provided  and  maintained  !»’  the  Council  is 
seven  with  fourteen  sessions  weekly;  the  total  mnnber  of  att;>ndances 
during  the  year  was  37.676.  The  total  number  of  childreu  who  first 
attended  the  Centres  during  the  year  was  1,494.  of  whom  1,025  were' 
under  one  year  of  age,  and  469  were  between  the  ages  of  one  and  five 
years.  The  number  of  individual  children  on  the  registers  at  the  end  of 
the  year  was  .3,52.5,  of  whom  978  were  under  one  year  of  age,  and  2,547 
over  one  jmar  of  age.  The  number  of  children  under  one  who  attended 
for  the  first  time  during  the  y(‘ar  ecpialled  85.63%  of  the  notified  births. 

The  following  table  shows  the  total  attendances  at  the  centres  during 
the  past  five  years : — 


Under  1  year 

1 — 5  years 

Total 

1934 

17,008 

20,422 

.37,4.30 

19.35 

18,9.55 

20,083 

.39,0.38 

19.36 

18, .5.38 

18,.379 

.36,917 

1937 

18,149 

17,647 

.35,796 

19.38 

19,194 

18,481 

37,675 

f 


Tin'  (lays  and  timf.s  ol'  mectinri  and  the  average  at trudancr  at  carli 
('niitre  aro  sot  out  holow  :  — 


A\cragc  Attondunoo 


9 

J)aj'  and  I'inie 

Under 

1-5 

('entre 

of  meeting 

1  year 

years 

Total 

1. 

Rawlings  Road 

...  Afonday,  2  ]nin. 

27 

34 

01 

Ditto 

M'ednesday,  2  ji.m 

27 

37 

04 

o 

Cape 

'Jhiesday.  2  p.m. 

2.) 

24 

44 

Ditto 

...  Thursday,  2  p.m. 

10 

20 

42 

Ditto 

Wednesday,  9,30  a 

Ill.  29 

23 

52 

3. 

Sydenham  Road 

...  Afonday.  2  ]i.ni. 

22 

23 

45 

Ditto 

Wednesday,  2  ]).m. 

21 

2S 

49 

4. 

Firs  Cdinic 

Alonday,  2  p.m . 

25 

14 

39 

Ditto 

...  Tuesday.  2  p.m. 

43 

20 

09 

Ditto 

...  Thursday,  2  p.m. 

35 

29 

04 

o. 

Oldbury  Road  ... 

...  Friday,  2  i).m. 

35 

20 

01 

6. 

Warloy 

Friday  2  p.m. 

.30 

32 

02 

1 . 

Londonderry 

...  Tuesday,  2  p.m. 

27 

28 

55 

Ditto 

...  Thursday.  2  ]>.m. 

21 

25 

46 

VOLTiNTATtY  WORKERS 


Seventy-throe  Tolnntary  Workor.s  assist  tlio  nurses  at  the  various 
Infant  Welfare  Clinics  in  the  Roron<ih.  Wo  are  Ki'f'f'tly  indobtod  to 
those  ladies  ivlio  give  np  so  innoh  of  their  time;  thoir  services  are  mnoh- 
appreciated  by  the  mothers  and  the  staff. 


.MOTHERCRAFT  CLASS. 


'I’he  ^Fothercralt  Class  which  had  to  be  closed  during  the  s<'Cond 
part  of  1937.  owing  to  shortage  of  staff,  was  re-opened  in  the  early  part 
of  this  jmar.  It  had.  however,  to  be  discontinued  in  September,  foi'  the 
same  reason. 

EXAifflNATIOX  OF  TODDT.ERS. 

The  scheme  which  was  put  into  operation  in  January,  1929,  iji 
eonneetion  with  the  welfare  of  the  jire-school  child  has  met  with  a  fair 
nu'asnre  of  success.  As  each  child  attains  the  age  of  2,  3  and  4  years  a 
note  i.s  sent  to  the  itarent  inviting  him  oi-  her  to  bring  the  child  to  the 
nearest  Infant  Welfare  Clinic  for  a  medical  examination.  A  definite 
appointment  at  a  definite  place  is  offered  in  each  case,  and  the  examina¬ 
tion  given  is  on  the  lines  of  the  school  medical  inspection.  The  responses 
to  the  invitations  are  not  as  numerous  as  one  would  like,  and  it  is 
difficult  to  convince  the  parents  of  the  need  of  a  pre-school  medical 
examination.  School  iMedical  Inspection  records  show  that  about  one  out 
of  every  four  children  who  attend  elementary  schools  is  found  at  the 
first  medical  examination  to  be  suffering  from  some  disease  or  defect 


.-)() 

wliicli  n‘(|uii'e.s  trcatinciit,  and  tlu'sc  drtVcts  which  arc  pi'cvciitaldc  nr 
curable  at  an  imrly  ace  usually  develop  between  tlie  ages  of  2  and  5.  'I’lie 
results  of  onr  efforts  ilnring  tlie  year  are  as  below  ; — 


Inspkction  ok  Toduleiis,  1938. 
Kxainined.  lUdVri-ed  for  I’rcatim'nt. 


Treatc'd. 


Aged 

Aged 

Ag(‘d 

2  3  4  2 

3 

4  2 

3 

•f 

121  139  148  ...  44 

99 

108  ...  24 

51 

60 

An  analysis  of  the  defects  found  is  as 

follows  : — 

1 

< 

Referred  for 

Treatment. 

Treated 

Defects. 

Aged 

Aged 

2 

3  4 

2 

.3 

4 

•Vnannia 

.3 

8  6  ... 

4 

8 

5 

Rickets 

7 

12  4  ... 

.3 

2 

1 

Defective  Hearing 

— 

—  1  ... 

— 

— 

— 

Otorrhoea 

— 

2  1  ... 

— 

1 

1 

Deaf  and  Dumb 

— 

1  — 

— 

— 

— 

Cerumen 

— 

—  1 

— 

— 

— ■ 

Defective  Vision 

— 

1  1 

— 

1 

— 

Strabismus 

1 

3  2  ... 

1 

.3 

1 

Rb'pliaritis 

Bronchitis  and  Bronchial 

— 

1  —  ... 

— 

— 

— 

Catarrh 

1 

7  6 

— 

3 

1 

Knlarged  Tonsils  A  Adenoids 

-3 

17  27  ... 

1 

6 

9 

Ptosis 

— 

—  1  ... 

— 

— 

— 

Te('tb 

— 

12  39  ... 

— 

3 

27 

Digestix’e 

1 

.3  — 

2 

1 

— 

Umbilical  Hc'rnia 

— 

—  1  ... 

— 

— 

— 

Enuresis 

— 

1  —  ... 

— 

— 

— 

Pliimosis 

— 

1  —  ... 

— 

- - 

— 

Skin  Diseases 

1 

1  -  .... 

— 

1 

— 

Flat  Font 

13 

18  5  ... 

7 

6 

7 

Malnutrition 

6 

13  9  ... 

3 

6 

.3 

Others 

6 

6  4  ... 

3 

4 

4 

OPTHALMIA  NEONATORUM. 

44 

107  108 

24 

45 
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Number  of  cases  notified,  14. 

Cases  treated  by  Health  Department 

nurses,  2. 

Cases  treated  at  Birmingham 

and  Alidland  Eye  Hospital,  9. 

Cases  resulted  in  iinpainal  vision. 

none. 

Visits  paid  to  cases  of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  by 

the  inirses 

dur 

the  year  numbered  35. 

Notifications  for  the  jiast  ten 

years 

1929 . 13 

19.34 . 

.19 

1930 . 13 

1935 . 

99 

1931 . 18 

19.36 . 

.23 

1932 . 12 

1937 . 

.  9 

1933 . 10 

19.38 . 

.14 

HO.MK  helps. 


.)/ 


In  order  to  provide  tor  the  care  of  tlie  famdy  dnrinjz  the  inotlier’s 
;ihseiicc  ill  hospital  or  daring  the  lying-in  period,  the  C'onneil  in  19.'H 
inangiiratcd  a  .scheme  for  the  provision  of  Home  Helps.  A  panel  of 
10  suitable  women  was  formed  and  the  rate  of  pay  is  fixed  at  7s.  6d.  per 
day  for  not  more  than  12  days  (e.xchiding  Sundays).  The  ^Maternity  and 
Child  Welfare  Committee  approved  a  scale  of  charges  for  the  services 
of  Home  Helps  and  part  of  the  cost  is  reeoven'd  from  the  families  assisted 
according  to  this  scale. 

The  services  of  the  Home  Helps  are  not  in  great  demand  in 
Smethwick.  It  is  found  that  most  women  prefer  to  have  a  neighbour 
or  friend  to  run  their  houses  rather  than  a  total  stranger.  Last  year 
there  were  18  cases  and  the  previous  year  there  were  19  cases. 


AXTE-XATAL  CLIXIC. 


Since  the  establishment  of  the  first 
total  attendances  have  been  as  follows 

Ante-Xatal 

Clinic  in  1920 

1920 

42 

1929 

...  2,253 

1921 

107 

19.30 

...  3,760 

1922 

127 

1931 

...  3,859 

1923 

241 

1932 

...  3,509 

1924 

275 

1933 

...  3.771 

1925 

537 

1934 

...  4,412 

1926 

1.015 

1935 

...  5,169 

1927 

1,079 

1936 

. . .  5,044 

1928 

1,465 

1937 

...  5,201 

1938  .  6,226 


In  1938  the  attendances  represented  92.7%  of  all  births  registered 
in  Smethwick,  including  babies  born  in  the  area  of  outside  authorities. 
Very  few  mothers  fail  to  attend  regularly  and  absentees  are  systematic¬ 
ally  followed  up  by  the  Health  Visitors.  It  is  usually  found  that  there  is 
some  very  definite  reason  such  as  illness  in  the  home  that  prevents 
attendance,  and  very  few  mothers  fail  to  come  through  lack  of  interest 
in  the  service. 

Two  hundred  and  sixty  expectant  mothers  received  treatment  by  our 
dentists  daring  1938,  the  total  attendances  being  463. 


POST-XATAL  CLINIC 

The  attendances  at  this  Clinic  during  the  year  totalled  1.023.  The 
number  of  individual  patients  attending  was  322  representing  26%  of  tbe 
total  births  notified  in  the  Borough  during  the  year. 


.M A TK l{ MT Y  TI?  10 AT.M EXT 


From  the  1st  April,  19.'15,  maternity  cases  wore  received  in  St.  Cliad's 
Hospital,  and  the  following  extracts  from  tlie  return  made  to  tilie 
Ministry  of  Hcaltli  relate;  to  the  year  ended  31st  Decemher,  193H ; — 


Number  of  maternity  beds  in  tlio  Institution  (exclusive 
of  isolation  and  labour  beds) 

Number  of  maternity  cases  admitted  during  the  year 
Number  of  expectant  mothers  admitted  during  tin;  year 
Average  duration  of  stay  (materidty  eases)  ...  days 
Average  duration  of  stay  (expectant  mothers)...  days 
Nundjer  of  eases  delivered  by:  - 

(a)  Alidwives 

(b)  Doctoi's 

X'umber  of  cases  of  i’uerperal  Pyrexia  ... 

N'limber  of  cases  of  I’miiphigus  N’eonatorum 
X’umber  of  infants  not  entirely  breast-fed  while  in 
the  Institution  : — 

Supi)lenientary  feeding,  but  breast-feeding 

established  in  Institution  ...  ...  30 

Supjdcmentary  fe(.'ding,  but  breast-feeding 

not  established  in  Institution  ...  loO 
Entirely  artificial  feeding  ...  ...  ...  3') 

Xiunber  of  eases  of  Opluhalniia  Xeouatormii  ... 
Xunibef  of  .Matei'iial  deaths 


27 

420 

115 

17.3 
12.H 

312 

H4 

2.3 


210 

s 

1 


('ause  of  death  ; — 

Obstetric  .mioek  ;  liieomplete  abortion — 22  weeks. 
Number  of  Infant  Deaths: — 

(i)  Still-born  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

(ii)  Within  10  days  of  birth  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 


Cause  of  death  in  each  eas('.  and  n'sults  of  post-mortem 
examination  : — 


1.  Torn  Tentorium 

2.  Ca>sarian  Section.  Enlarged  thymus 

gland  . 

3.  Prematurity.  Twin  birth  ... 

4.  Prematurity.  M(>l!ena  X’eonatoruTii 

5.  Cardiac  failure.  Prematurity 
0.  Cardiac  failure.  Prematurity 
7.  Prematurity.  Twin  birth  ... 

R.  Alelmna  Neonatorum 


9.  Cardiac  failure.  Accidental 

hamorrhage.  Prematurity 
10.  Cardiac  failure.  Prematurity.  Induc¬ 
tion  for  toxic  pyelitis 


No  P.M. 

No  P..M. 

No  P.M. 

No  P..5f. 

No  P..M. 

No  P.M. 

No  P.M. 

P.Al.  White  infarct  lungs 
Colon  and  meso  colon  injected 
and  blood  in  lumen  of  bowel. 

No  P.M. 

No  P.M. 
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11.  ('ar<liar  failuro.  Promaturit.v.  Twin 
I'irth 

IL’.  Cardiac  failure.  Prematurity.  Twin 
liirtli 

I. i.  Birth  injurio.';.  Fractured  skull  ... 

II.  Prematurity.  Cerebral  lia'morrhaee. 

Breech  d('liv('ry 

15.  Peritonitis 

16.  Pneumococcal  meningitis 

17.  C<‘rebral  liauiiorrhage.  Precipitate 

delivery  after  version 
IS.  Cerebral  htemorrhage 
19.  Cardiac  failure.  Prematurity.  Twin 
birth 

•JO.  Intraeranial  ha'iiiorrhage  and  pre¬ 
maturity 


No  P..M. 

Xo  P.5r. 

Xo  P..M. 

Xo  P.M. 

P.M.  Pneumonia  and  periton¬ 
itis.  pneumococcal. 

Xo  P.M. 

Xo  P.:\T. 

p.:\r. 

Xo  P.M. 

Xo  p.^r. 


.BIDWIVES. 


A.s  stated  in  the  last  report,  the  Municipal  ^Midwifery  Scheme  of 
the  Council,  drawn  u])  in  accordance  with  the  ^lidwives’  Act,  19.'](),  came 
into  (.peration  on  IMarch  1st,  19.‘)7.  The  full  staff  consists  of  eight 
Municipal  midwives,  each  of  whom  will  be  exjiected  to  d(v  a  maximum 
of  about  80  to  90  cases  per  year.  Tbei'e  is  at  present  one  vacancy. 
There  are  in  addition  two  independent  midwives  living  and  practising 
in  the  Borough. 

The  following  figures  show  the  work  done  by  the  iNFuniciiial  midwives 


during  the  year. 

Xu mber  of  hookings  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  501 

Ante-X"atal  visits  jiaid  (excluding  ineffective!  ...  .“1. 094 
Births  attended  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  43d 

X’ursing  visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10.400 


About  one-third  of  the  ante-natal  visits  were  ineffective. 

The  scheme  has  now  develojied  fully,  and  as  the  two  independent 
midwives  working  in  the  Borough  only  take  in-patients,  almost  all  the 
deliveries  in  Smethwick,  excluding  those  admitted  to  St.  Chad’s  Hospital, 
arc  conducted  by  our  midwi\e.s.  The  high  standard  of  the  work  has 
b('eu  favGuirably  commented  on  by  several  of  the  general  practitioners 
in  the  area. 

The  inauguration  of  the  (Municipal  (Midwifery  Scheme  enabled  the 
.\uthni-ity  to  extend  and  de\-elop  the  post-natal  work.  Tn  the  imst  the 
•nttendanccs  at  the  sintrle  weekly  jmst-natal  clinic  were  only  of  women 
confined  at  .St.  Chad's,  but  now  all  motbers  are  encouraged  to  attend 
till  two  occasions  after  the  birth  cf  the  child.  The  attendances  during 
the  yeai'  (1.023)  were  more  than  double  those  for  the  previous  year. 

The  number  of  cases  in  which  medical  aid  was  summoned  in  1938 
and  the  previous  four  years  is  set  out  below.  These  figures  include  all 
midwives.  (Municipal  and  independent. 


1934 

1935 


284 

241 


1936 


288 


1937 

1938 


253 

241 
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The  complications  for  which  medical  aid  was  soui'ht  were  as  follows: 
^Mother — 

Torn  Perineum  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  71 

Prolonged  Labour  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Hicmorrhage  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1” 

Abnormal  Presentation  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Adherent  Placenta  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Id 

\'aricose  Veins  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Inflamed  llreast  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Uterine  Inertia  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Rise  of  Temperature  . ..  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

iscarriage  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  d 

Lymphangitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Prolapse  of  Cord  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Ob.structed  Labour  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Toxic  Symptoms  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Premature  Labour  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Rupture  of  Membrane  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Blood  Pressure  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Bronchitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Pyelitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Foetal  Distress  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Twin  Labour  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Others  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Citii.D —  —  191 

Discharging  Eye  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  21 

Dangerous  Feebleness  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Premature  Birth  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Talipes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Spina  Bifida  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Other  Deformities  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Rash  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Discharging  Umbilicus  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Jaundice  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Cyanosis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Tongue  Tied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Asphyxia  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  d 

Other  causes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

—  50 

Routine  Visits  paid  to  midwives  ...  ...  ...  91 

Number  of  notices  received  re:  — 

Intention  to  iiractise  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

Sending  for  iMedical  Help  ...  ...  ...  ...  241 

Attendance  at  Stillbirths  (under  C.iM.B.  Rules')  6 
Attendance  at  Stillbirths  (under  Notification  of 

Births  Acts)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

Cessation  of  Breast  Feeding  ...  ...  ...  11 

Liability  to  be  a  Source  of  Infection  ...  ...  10 

Death  of  Child...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

NURSING  HOMES  (REGISTRATION)  ACT,  1927. 

One  nursing  home  was  registered  during  the  year;  it  was  inspected 
periodically. 
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.MA'IKKXAL  DEATHS. 

Number  ot  women  dyiii(r  or  in  eomseiiuenee  ol,  eluldbirth  ;  — 
*  (!'  From  Sepsis,  4;  (2)  From  other  eauses,  1. 

Tlie  Maternal  deatli-rate  is  d.2S  per  l,(JUn  live  births  compared  with 
2, -Id  in  19.47,  2.46  in  19-46,  .4.29  in  194-5,  5.41  in  19.44,  4.26  in  1944. 
5.44  in  1942,  1.95  in  19.41,  4.5  in  1940,  5.2  in  1929,  4.2  in  1928, 
4.0  in  1927,  4.5  in  1926,  4.1  in  1925,  4.7  in  1924,  6.9  in  1924, 
2.4  in  1922. 

Tlie  rate  for  England  and  Wales  for  1948  was  4.08. 

SUPPLY  OF  YllLK  TO  EXPECTANT  AND  NUHSING  AlOTHEHS 
ANJ)  YOUNG  t'HILDPEN  (MATERNITY  AND  CHILD 
WELFARE  ACT,  1918). 

The  set-back  in  employment  and  trade  in  the  town  was  reflected  by 
a  rise  in  the  number  of  applications  for  free  milk,  the  cases  dealt  with 
showing  an  increase  of  129  o\er  the  previous  year.  Altogetlier  .404  cases 
receii  ed  grants  of  milk,  this  number  representing  454  persons,  compared 
with  175  cases  and  280  persons  in  1947. 

Grants  of  milk  free  were  made  to:  — 

(a)  Expectant  and  Nursing  Mothers  ...  ...  61 

(b)  Children  up  to  three  years  of  age  ...  ...  260 

(c)  Cliildren  from  three  to  five  years  of  age  ...  134 

in  cases  where  the  family  income  (after  deducting  the  rent)  fell  below 
a  certain  limit. 

Ordinarily,  milk  is  only  supplied  on  a  recommendation  by  the 
Assistant  Medical  Officers  for  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare,  and  all 
children  are  expected  to  attend  the  nearest  clinic  if  milk  is  granted. 
Ill  exceptonal  cases  where  the  mother  is  unable  to  bring  the  child  to 
the  centre,  applications  are  dealt  with  at  the  Health  Office. 


1935 

1936 

1937 

1938 

Cases  receiving 

assis- 

tance  during  the 

year  332 

247 

175 

304 

Total  cost 

...  £1,064  1  3 

£669  19 

4 

£549  15  0 

£1,080  18  21 

Average  cost  per  case  ...  £3  4  1 

£2  16 

8 

£3  2  10 

£3  11  li 

Average  duration 

ol: 

case 

21  weeks 

19  weeks 

17  weeks 

17  weeks 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1936— CHILD  LIFE  PROTECTION. 

1.  Number  of  foster  parents  on  the  Register:  — 

(a)  At  the  beginning  of  the  year . 

(b)  At  the  end  of  the  year  ... 

Number  of  children  on  the  Register:  — 

(a)  At  the  beginning  of  the  year  ... 

(b)  At  the  end  of  the  year  ... 

(c)  Died  during  the  year 
New  cases  during  the  year 
Number  of  children:  — 

(a)  Returned  to  their  parents  . 

(b)  Transferred  to  other  Local  Authorities 

(c)  Legally  adopted  ... 

(d)  Died  . 

(e)  Removed  from  cybservation 


2. 


3. 

4. 


13 

14 

14 

11 
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ARTIFICIAL  LIGHT  TREATMENT 


During;  the  period  muler  review  544  indn  idiuil  cases  received  treai- 
ineiit  at  the  Light  Giiiiie,  as  follows; — 


Tuberculosis 

Cases  ... 

.  21 

Babies  and 

Toddlers 

.  205 

Children  of 

School  Age 

.  318 

These  xjatieiits  made  a  total  of  6,299  atteiidauces  during  the  year  : — 
Tuberculosis  Cases  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  504 

Babies  and  'J'oddlcrs  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,998 

Children  of  School  Age  ...  ...  ...  ...  3,797 

The  abo\e  figures  compare  with  410  cases  and  4,892  atteiulances 
for  the  year  1937  and  298  cases  and  4,194  attendances  for  the  year  1936. 

The  following  tables  show  the  type  of  case  treateil  during  the  year, 
together  with  a  suiuinarj’  of  results  : — 


Table  I.— TUBERCULOSIS  CASES 


Co.NDino.N  o.v  Discharge. 

Contin- 

uing 

Treat 

ment. 

Disease. 

Total 

Cases 

Treated 

Number 

,1  mucl> 
chai-ed 

proved 

Ini- 

proved 

In  btatu 
Quo. 

Course 

not 

com¬ 
plete  d. 

Abdominal 

2 

1 

... 

... 

... 

1 

1 

Lupus  ... 

2 

1 

... 

... 

... 

1 

Cervical  Glands 

14 

5 

2 

2 

1 

9 

Spine 

2 

1 

... 

... 

... 

1 

1 

Wrist 

1 

... 

1 

Total 

21 

8 

2 

3 

... 

3 

13 

Tabi.e  11— babies  and  TODDLERS. 


# 

Disease. 

Total 

Cases 

Treated 

N  amber 
Dis¬ 
charged 

Condi  1  ION  on  Discharge. 

Conliii- 

uing 

1  leat- 
inent. 

Very 

mucli 

Im¬ 

proved 

Im¬ 

proved 

I ij  Statu 
(Juo 

Course 

not 

com¬ 

pleted. 

Adenitis 

y 

6 

4 

2 

3 

Aiuemia... 

<S 

s 

5 

3 

Bronchitis  and  “colds” 

55 

47 

4 

26 

2 

15 

8 

Catarrh . 

5 

1 

1 

4 

Chilblains 

3 

2 

1 

1 

1 

Debility 

52 

47 

5 

2.5 

1 

18 

5 

Dermatitis 

_ 2 

1 

1 

1 

Cervical  Glands 

_ 2 

2 

2 

Delayed  Dentition 

20 

17 

1 

9 

7 

.5 

Malnutrition 

e. 

4 

3 

1 

2 

Nervous... 

10 

5 

4 

1 

5 

Rickets . 

20 

19 

3 

9 

7 

7 

Rheumatism  ...  . 

1 

1 

1 

Whooping  Cough 

6 

6 

3 

Total 

205 

106 

10 

90 

4 

5() 

39 

Table  III.— CHILDREN  OK  SCHOOL  AGE. 


Disease. 

Total 

Cases 

Treated 

NTimber 

Dis¬ 

charged 

Condition  on  Discharge. 

Contiii- 

uing 

Treat¬ 

ment. 

Vei  y 
much 
Im¬ 
proved 

Im¬ 

proved 

III  Statu 
Quo  or 
Worse 

Course 

not 

com¬ 

pleted. 

Adenitis  ... 

31 

24 

4 

12 

2 

6 

7 

Alopecia 

6 

5 

2 

3 

1 

Anaernia... 

49 

43 

8 

28 

2 

5 

6 

Bronchitis  and  “  Colds  ” 

85 

62 

5 

40 

1 

16 

23 

Blepharitis  . 

2 

2 

2 

Cervical  Glands 

21 

19 

2 

13 

4 

2 

Chorea  ... 

3 

2 

•  . 

2 

1 

Debility  ... 

62 

46 

4 

31 

2 

9 

16 

Dermatitis 

2 

1 

1 

1 

-Malnutrition 

46 

32 

3 

26 

i 

2 

14 

Rheumatism 

10 

7 

1 

1 

a 

3 

Whooping  Cough 

1 

1 

1 

... 

Total 

318 

244 

29 

159 

9 

47 

74 

64 


Report  of  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 


SAMTAR  Y  ADM  I X ISI  R  Al'lUX . 


.1  beg  to  suliiiiit  aiy  report  on  tlie  Sanitary  Administration  ol'  tlie 
l5orougli  tor  the  yi'ar  1938. 

The  year  umler  review  lias  been  a  difficult  one  in  all  sections  of  the 
Public  Health  Department.  Aly  own  stalt  has  been  increasingly  occupied 
on  .V.R.P.  duties,  the  clima.v  being  reached  during  tin-  crisis  period  ol 
September,  1938.  The  record  of  sanitary  work  performed  has  not. 
however,  been  seriously  reduced  and  this  is  accounted  for  by  the  fact 
that  everyone  lias  been  willing  to  work  longer  hours  so  that  neither 
A.R.P.  nor  Sanitary  Administration  should  suffer. 

A  different  picture  will  be  presented  ne-\t  year,  because  at  the  tune 
of  writing  these  notes,  the  fourth  week  of  the  War,  my  staff  has  bemi 
depleted  by  three  men  who  have  left  to  join  H.M.  Forces,  Alessrs. 
11  Herbert  (Assistant  Sanitary  Inspector),  V.  Jmwton  and  J .  Perrins 
(Clerks).  Aly  Deputj’,  Mr.  IV.  E.  Shaw,  has  been  secomh'd  to  A.R.P. 
duties  which  will  occupy  him  practically  the  whole  of  his  time.  My  own 
time  is  still  occupied  as  to  over  fifty  per  cent  on  A.R.P.  work  and  this 
also  applies  to  my  remaining  two  Inspectors,  Alessrs.  F.  Caddick  and 
S.  Sadler. 

Although  these  staff  depletions  do  not  so  seriously  affect  the  period 
reviewed  in  the  report,  1  mention  them  here  as  a  reason  for  the  attenu¬ 
ated  character  of  the  report  itself  and  the  absence  of  details  of  much 
useful  work  that  was  carried  out  during  the  year.  For  example,  a  new 
surx’ey  of  the  town  was  completed  early  in  this  year  and  tlft  information 
collected  was  more  comprehensive  than  any  previously  obtained.  (Much 
of  the  tabulated  material  is  of  great  interest  and  potential  usefulness, 
but  to  have  attimipted  to  include  it  in  this  volume  would  have  had  the 
effect  of  further  delaying  publication  of  a  report  which  is  already  later 
than  any  former  annual  report  within  my  memory. 

I  wish  to  tender  my  grateful  thanks  to  the  Chairman  and  ^Members 
of  the  Health  Committee  for  tbidr  continued  support,  to  Dr.  Paul  for  his 
nex'er-failing  friendly  co-operation,  to  the  Town  Clerk  and  Chief  Officers 
of  other  Departments  for  frequent  advice  and  finally  to  the  members  of 
my  own  staff  who  have  continued  to  give  of  their  best  under  conditions 
of  unprecedented  difficnlty.  And  in  this  acknowledgment  I  do  not  forget 
the  absent  members  who  are  performing  the  more  hazardous  part  of  their 
Country’s  work  “  somewhere  in  Eurojje.” 

JOHN  H.  WRIGHT, 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area. 


# 


WATER  SUPPLY. 

Till.'  J5oi'uuy;li  is  supplii'il  with  ('xcclleul  water  deri\i'(l  Iroiii 
iIlh'P  bore  iioles  through  red  saiulstoiie  \\  itli  a  liardness  in  tlie  region 
ol  16  to  17  patts  |ji‘r  lOO.OOO.  The  quaiititj'  and  (juality  ha\e 
been  well  maintained  throughout  the  year.  The  only  important 
extensions  have  been  those  incidental  to  the  conversion  of  waste  water 
closets  to  hand-fluslK'd  water  closets^  invoh  ing  the  connection  of 
additional  service  pipes  for  this  purpose. 


DRALVAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

A  scheme  tor  the  surface  water  drainage  of  the  Halfords  Lane  area 
has  been  carried  out  and  in  eonuection  therewith  250  lineal  yards  of 
dOin.  and  170  lineal  yards  of  27in.  reinforced  concrete  tube  storm  water 
drains.  20)  lineal  yards  of  18in.  reinforced  concrete  storm  oi’erHow,  I.'IO 
lineal  yards  of  loin,  and  160  lineal  yards  of  12in.  glazed  stoneware  foul 
sewer  have  been  laid  and  two  overflow  weirs  constructed  on  the 
Birmingham- Wolverhampton  Canal.  No  other  works  of  major  import¬ 
ance  have  been  carried  our.  but  several  minor  extensions  to  sewers  and 
the  eulverting  of  short  lengths  of  brookcourses  ha\e  been  made  in 
connection  with  housing  schemes. 


RIVERS  AND  STREAMS. 

No  matters  calling  for  report  have  occurred  during  the  year  in 
connection  with  brook  courses  and  streams  passing  through  the  town 
and  no  cases  of  pollution  have  been  reported. 


CLO.SET  ACCOMMODATION. 

The  work  of  securing  additional  W.C.’s  so  as  to  bring  the 
accommodation  into  line  with  the  standard  of  one  W.C.  to  each  house, 
has  proceeded  steadily  during  the  year.  The  work  of  securing  the 
conversion  of  waste  water  closets  to  fresh  water  closets  is  now  nearing 
completion. 


PUBLIC  CLEANSING. 

In  the  change  over  from  horse  transport  to  mechanical  vehicles  for 
Refuse  Collection  one  more  van  type  rear  loading  vehicle  has  been 
purchased  and  brought  into  service. 
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Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area.  . 


SLM.MAHV  OF  INSi'FCTlO.NS. 

'I'ln'  total  iiuiiilM'r  ot  visits  paid  to  all  itroiiiisos  tor  all  purposes  was 
19,1)40,  coiupared  with  20, 01)9  iu  the  pre\  ious  year. 

'I’he  iiisiJeetioiis  are  analysed  in  the  following  taljle  which  also  shows 
the  uuinher  of  (hd’ects  revealed. 


TA14LF  1.  Visits  Defects 


House  to  House  \  isits  for  purposes 

of 

Paid. 

Found 

measuring 

;4l 

— 

Special  Housing  Act  visits  ... 

811 

— 

Housing  Act  ( Houtine  Visits) 

lO.'i 

910 

Ifevisits  re  Housing  Act  ... 

1  .ViO 

— 

Visits  to  Housing  work  in  progress 

1.719 

— 

On  eoniplaint 

1.985 

2,541 

Revisits  re  Notices  served  ... 

4.892 

— 

Ashes  acconuuodatiou  inspections... 

2.594 

832 

Revisits  re  ashes  acconanodation 

089 

— 

Infections  Disease 

749 

— 

.Slaughterhouses 

1,510 

— 

Meat  and  Food  Shops 

;h2 

3 

Meat  llegulations 

50 

— 

Private  Slaughtering 

21 

— 

.Markets 

54 

— 

Cowsheds 

2 

— 

Dairies  and  Milk.shops 

117 

— 

ice  Cream  Vendors  ... 

17 

— 

Bakehouses 

10 

1 

Food  .Sanijiling 

6P5 

— 

Factories 

156 

27 

M’orkplaees 

19 

— 

Outworkers 

10 

— 

Canal  Boats 

2 

— 

Pigsties 

9 

4 

Rats  and  Mice  (Destruction)  Act  ... 

112 

— 

Smoke  Observations 

06 

20 

Drains  Tested 

12 

3 

Fertilisers  and  Feeding  Stuffs 

5 

— 

Offensive  Trades 

2 

— 

Fairs 

4 

— 

Food  Poisoning 

ij 

— 

AVaste  M’ater  Closet  Inspections  ... 

290 

— 

Water  Sampling 

1 

^Miscellaneous 

1.320 

19,946 

4,341 
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IXSI’KCTiONS  ON  (  '(J3I  I'LAINT. 

Dunny  tlif  year  uiuIlt  ixnicu^  tlic  iiuiulici'  ol  comiilainls  lodged  at 
till'  offici.'  was  808  as  coiniiared  witli  696  during  iiJ.'iT.  A  t'uitlicr  1,177 
roniplaints  I't'aclK'd  tlio  Dcpartiiient  in  otlier  ways,  iiinst  ot  tlu'in  l)eiii;j: 
made  to  the  Inspectors  on  tludr  tlistricts.  'I’lic  total  niinibcr  of  dwelliiiti; 
houses  inspected  on  comidaint  was,  thcrclorc,  1,98.-)  against  1,.'317  in  the 
previous  year.  Investigation  of  these  complaints  revealed  the  exisu'iice. 
ol  2. .511  sanitary  rlefects  wldeh  are  suuiiuarised  in  the  lollou  iug  table. 

DEFECTS  KEX’FAJdLD  IN  FlULSE.S  VlSl'l'El)  ON  COMPFAINT. 

TABLE  11. 

Dirty  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  610 

Koois,  Spoutings  aiul  Jtaves  Cutters  Delectne  ...  68'd 

Yard  and  W.C.  Drains  Blocked  .  82 

Yard  and  Passage  Surfaces  Defecti\'e  ...  ...  .54 

Defeetixe  Sinks  and  .Sink  Waste  Pipi's  ...  ...  31 

Aceiiniulations  ol  Oti'ensive  iMatter  ...  ...  ...  14 

Delectixe  Plaster  of  Walls  and  Cedings  ...  ...  328 

^^’.C.’s  without  proper  Flushing  Arrangeineiits  ...  6 

Ashbins  or  Ashplaces  Delectix'e  ...  ...  ...  26 

AVater  Closets  Defective  ...  ...  ...  ...  118 

Insufficient  Lighting  aiul  Ventilation  ...  ...  ll-J 

Animals  kept  so  as  to  bo  a  nuisance  ...  ...  ...  4 

Water  Fittings  Delective  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

Smoke  Nuisance  ...  ...  ...  -.  ...  1 

Insufficient  W.C.  Accommodation  ...  ...  ...  49 

Houses  without  Sinks  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Dampness  ...  ...  ...  ■■  ...  ..  155 

Insufficient  Water  Supply  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Dangerous  Buildings,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  ...  4: 

Defective  or  Insufficient  Drainage  ...  ...  ...  43 

Defective  Washboilers  ...  ...  ...  ■.  63 

Defective  External  Brickwork  and  Chimneys  ...  112 

Defective  Floors  ...  ...  .■  ...  •.■  ^1* 

Delective  Firegrates  . 

Defective  Stairs  and  Handrails  ...  ...  ...  45 

Defective  Rain  Water  Cisterns  .  ^ 

Defective  AVoodwork  of  Doors,  AVindows,  etc.  ...  159 

AT'rmin  Infestation  .  ‘ 

Offensive  Trades  1 

Miscellaneous  ...  ■■■  ■  •••  l^*^ 


2,541 
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SC.M.MAUV  01  DKl'KOTS. 

Ill  tlic  I'ollowint'  talilr  iiiipcars  a  siiiniiiary  of  the  ^•a^ioll.s  (Icfccts 
oucomitorod  in  tlio  coiirisc  of  visits  paid  to  all  pnonisos  for  all  purposes 
including  inspection  on  complaint.  In  all  cases  the  defects  wen'  dealt 
with  hy  the  serx  ice  of  notices  under  the  Housing  Acts,  the  i’nhiic  Health 
Acts,  the  Smethwick  Corporation  Act,  and  Bye-laws,  etc. 


TAJfLE  ill. 


Dirty  Premises 

Poofs,  Spoutings  and  Fanes  Gutters  Defectixe 
Yards  and  ^V.C.  Drains  Blockt'd 
Yanl  and  Passage  Surfaces  Defectixm 
Defective  Sinks  and  Sink  Waste  Pipes 
Accumulations  of  Offensive  Hatter 
Defi'ctive  Plaster  of  H'alls  and  Ceilings 
W.Ch’s  without  proper  Flushing  Arrangements 
Ashbins  or  ^Vshplaces  Dc'fective 
Water  Closx'ts  Defective 
Insufficient  Lighting  and  V'entilation 
Animals  kept  so  as  to  he  a  nuisance  ... 

W  ater  Fittings  Defective 
Smoke  Nuisances 

Insufficient  AV.C.  Accommodation 
Houses  xvithout  .Sinks 
Dampness 

Insufficient  Water  Supply 
Dangerous  Buildings,  etc. 

Defective  or  Insufficient  Drainage  ...  ...* 

inadeipiate  Foodstore  Accommodation 
Defectixe  Washboilers 

Defective  External  Brickxvork  and  Chimneys 

Defective  Floors 

Defective  Firegrates 

Defective  Stairs  and  Handrails 

Defective  Pain  AVater  Cisterns 

Defective  AA’oodwork  of  Doors,  AA'indoxvs,  etc. 

No  Proper  Storage  for  Coal 

Lack  of  Clothes  AVashing  Accommodation  ... 

A^ermin  Infestation 

Offensive  Trades 

Miscellaneous 


Defects  Found 
42-^ 

474 

91 

52 

15 

;J92 

6 

859 

170 

184 

4 

19 

;i9 

77 

21 

197 

25 

4 

60 

29 

83 

201 

120 

160 

61 

2 

254 

6 

8 

7 

1 

215 


4,341 
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l.K'ITKHS  WIJIT'I’I'^X  AND  XOTK'.IOS  SIIU  \’ Kl)  IX  ( OXXI'X'TIOX 
WITH  SAXn'Ain'  M  A'I'J'KUS 

# 

TAHI.K  IV. 


Letters  .  1,0.)7 

Proliiniiiary  X'oticos  (Publio  Hc'alth  Aet.s)  ...  1,10!) 

Soconclnry  Xoticos  (Public  Jlenlth  Acts)  ...  ...  120 

Statutory  X’otices  (Pulilic  Health  Acts)  ...  ...  2!)4 

Statutory  Xotice.s  (Section  75.  Public  Health  Act. 

19.‘16.  re  Ashes  ^Vcconiinodation ) . . .  ...  ...  12!) 

Statutory  X’otiocs  (Section  49,  Smethwick  Corpora¬ 
tion  Act,  1929)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  144 

Statutory  X'otiees  (Section  47.  Public  Health  Act. 

1936)  . :  175 

Statutory  Xotices  (Section  9,  Housing  Act.  1936)...  130 

Preliminary  Xotices  (Housing:  Act)  ...  ...  ...  48 


3,206 


SHOPS  ACT,  1934. 


It  has  not  been  necessary  to  take  any  action  during  the  year  under 
review  in  connection  with  ventilation  or  heating  of  shops  or  detective 
or  insufficient  sanitary  conveniences. 


S:\IOKE  AB.VTKAfEXT. 

During  the  j’ear.  the  number  of  half-hour  observations  of  factory 
chimney  stacks  has  risen  from  20  to  66  and  the  number  of  nuisances 
recorded  was  20.  The  increase  in  atmospheric  ijolkuion  has  been  in  large 
measure  attributable  to  the  overloading  of  existing  steam-raising  plant 
in  an  effort  to  comply  with  demands  for  increased  output.  The  nuisances 
have  been  remedied  in  some  cases  by  the  installation  of  smoke  consuming 
appliances  or  by  the  augimuitation  of  existing  i)lant  and  in  other  cases 
by  more  studied  attention  to  scientific  stoking. 


SWIAOIING  BATHS  AXD  POOLS. 

The  water  in  the  ])ublic  swimming  baths  is  chlorinated  and  at  the 
Smethwick  Baths  is  also  treated  with  ammonia.  The  maintenance  of  a 
satisfactory  standard  of  purity  is  ensured  by  daily  tests. 
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KHADIf'ATlOX  OK  HKD  1U'(;S. 

'I’Ik'  i)raceduri'  for  dcaliii'i;  witli  vonninoiis  lioiisos  and  ai'tir-l('.s  has 
not  bin'll  alti'i'i'd  and  tlicroforc  follows  tin'  liiii's  set  out  in  detail  in  the 
Animal  l{e[)ort  of  1907.  No  larne  nsi'  has  lu'eii  made  of  tin'  hydroijGn 
cyanide  method  of  fnmifzation  and  it  has,  therefore,  not  been  necessary 
to  employ  eontraetors  lor  the  work  of  disinfestation. 


PIUISKCUTIOX.'^. 

-Milk  .\M)  D.iiiuk.s  Ordku.  192C.  Artici.f,  B. 

On  24th  Jannary,  a  wholesale  dairyman  trading  in  Smetliwiek  was 
summoned  at  the  Law  Courts  for  failinp;  to  eansi'  four  milk  ehiirns  to  be 
[iropi'i'ly  cleansed  before  retiirniii'i:  them  to  the  farmers.  TIu'  Corpora¬ 
tion’s  ease  was  basi'd  on  the  bacteriolonieal  analysis  of  a  mixed  samjile 
of  washings  from  the  four  ehnrns.  Tin'  defence  contended  that  tlie 
.summons  was  bad  in  tlint  the  prirsecntion  did  not  jn-ovo  that  each  and 
every  one  of  tlu'  four  churns  was  dirty.  Tlie  Jn.stices  uidield  the 
contention  of  the  defence  and  the  case  was  dismis.sed. 

Housi.vc;  Act,  lO.dG — Hkctiox  (J2 
K.vii.ruF.  TO  fxsKKT  Pfrmittkd  XrMRER  IX  .Rrxt  Rooks 

'I  In'  owiK'r  of  two  dwelling  hoiisi's  was  snmmoned  to  a]i]ioar  before 
the  Alagistrates  at  tlie  liaw  Courts  on  the  27th  .liine.  for  failing  to  insert 
in  tin'  rent  books  used  in  connection  with  the  houses,  tin'  maximum 
number  of  pi'rsons  iierniitted  to  occupy  tin'  dwellings.  A  fine  of  £1  was 
imposi'd  in  each  easi'.  togetlicr  with  lo/-  s|)ecial  costs,  totalling  £2  los. 
in  all. 


Food  .\xn  Druos  (.Adx  i.tf.r.vitox)  Act  J928. 

On  the  22nd  .Vngn.st  a  Shropshire  farmer  was  chargi'd  at  the  I;aw 
Courts  on  four  counts  with  consigning  milk  into  the  Borough  deficient 
of  the  jirescribed  niiiiimnm  percentage  of  fat.  After  a  lengthy  hearing 
the  Alagistrates,  in  view  of  the  exci'llent  characti'r  of  the  defendant, 
dismissed  the  summons  under  tlii'  Probation  of  Offenders  Act  on 
liayiiK'iit  of  costs. 

On  the  sanii'  date,  a  firm  of  wdioli'sale  dairymen  trading  in  the  City 
of  Birmingham,  was  summoned  tor  di'livering  to  a  Smethwick  retailer 
milk  which  was  deficient  of  16.67%  of  the  minimum  amount  of  fat.  The 
delendants  were  found  guilty  and  a  fine  of  £.5.  together  with  cost  of 
12s.  6d.  was  imposed. 


Public  T1f..\lth  Act  19.'16 — Sf.ctiox  94. 

I  he  owner  of  a  dwelling  house  was  summoned  to  appear  at  the  Law 
Courts  for  non-comiiliance  with  an  Abatement  Notice.  At  the 
defendant’s  ri'qnest.  the  hearing  was  adjourned  for  a  week,  during  which 
the  woik  was  satisfactorily  comjileted.  .Vt  the  resumed  hearing,  the 
complaint  was  withdrawn. 
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HOUSING. 


STATISTICS  FOR  THIO  YKAK 

TABLE  V. 

1.— INSPl'XTIOX  OF  DWELLING  HOUSES  DURING  THE  YEAR. 

(1)  (a)  'I'otal  iiuinhcr  oF  dwcllin"  houses  inspected  tor 

housinij  defi'cts  (under  Pnhlie  H('altli  or  Honsing 
Acts)  .  0,28.') 

(h)  Number  of  inspection.s  made  for  the  p\irpnse  ...  15,22d 

(2)  (a)  Nnmber  of  dwelling  houses  (included  under  sub¬ 

head  (1)  above)  which  were  inspected  and  recorded 
under  the  Housing  Consolidated  Regnlations,  1925 


and  1932  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  103 

(b)  Nnmber  of  Insiiectlons  made  for  the  purpose  ...  1,05.3 

(3)  Nnmber  of  dwelling  houses  fonnd  to  he  in  a  scate 

so  dangerous  or  injnrions  to  health  as  to  he  unfit 

for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

(4)  Nnmber  of  dwelling  houses  (exchisive  of  those  referred 

to  under  the  preceding  snb-hcad)  fonnd  not  to  bi> 

in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  89 


2.  REMEDY  OF  DEFECTS  DURING  THE  YE.VR  WITHOUT 

SERVICE  OF  FOinrAL  NOTICES 

Numb(‘r  of  defi'ctive  dwelling  houses  retuU'red  fit  in  conse¬ 
quence  of  informal  action  by  the  Imcal  Authority 
or  their  officers  ...  ...  ...  .  989 

3.  ACTION  UNDER  STATU'I'ORY  POWERS  DURlNCi  THE  YEAIU 

A. — Proceedings  tinder  Sections  9.  10  and  16  Housing  .Vet, 

1936 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  resjiect  of  which  notices 

were  served  recpiiring  rejiairs  ...  ...  ...  ...  130 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  wliich  were  rendered  fit 

after  service  of  formal  notice  : — 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  130 

(b)  By  Local  xVuthority  in  default  of  owners  4 
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15.  —  I’rori'i •(lilies  under  the  Pid)lie  Health  Arts: — 

(1)  Xuinhei'  ot  thvelline;  houses  in  respect  of  whicli  notices 

wi're  served  retiuiriiin;  defects  to  be  remedied  ...  742 

(2)  Xuuihi'r  of  dwelliue  hou.ses  in  widcli  ilefi'cts  wert' 

remedied  after  serx  ici'  of  formal  lujtiees  ; — 

(a)  Hy  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  72H 

(h)  Ify  laical  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  2S 

('. — I’roeeediiip;s  lindi'r  Sections  11  and  l.'J  of  the  Housing  Act. 

19.46 

(1)  X'nmber  of  dwelling  houses  in  res|)ect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  nnuh'  ...  ...  ...  ...  l.'i 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  dmnolislu'd  in  pnrsmance  of 

Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

(.41  Number  of  Undertakings  acci'pted  to  render  dwelling 

houses  fit  for  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

(1)  Number  of  T'ndertakings  not  to  use  houses  for  human 

habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

1). — Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1946: — 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms 

in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made  ...  8 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in 

resjiect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  determined, 

the  tenement  or  room  having  bemi  rendered  fit  ...  12 

*4.  HOUSING  ACT.  19.36.  Overcrowding. 

(a)  (i)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end  of 


the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  184 

(ii)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  ...  ...  184 

(id)  Number  of  jiersons  dwelling  therein  ...  ...  1,48.1' 

(bl  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported  during 

the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  86 

(c)  (i)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during 

the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  62 

(ii)  Number  of  ]mrsons  concerned  in  such  cases  ...  527 

(d)  Particidars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling  houses  have 

again  become  overcrowded  after  the  Local 


Authority  have  taken  steps  for  the  abatement  of 
overcrowding  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

*  Information  under  4  states  jiosition  at  41st  Alarch,  1949,  on  which 
date  a  complete  Housing  Re-survey  of  the  Town  was  completed, 
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Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 


(a)  MILK  SUPPLY. 

D.MRIKS.  (  (IW.SII  RD.S  ,\N|)  .M  ll.K.SHOl'S. 

Tlio  iniinhcr  of  (lair3’inf'n  on  tlio  rogistor  at  the  oiul  of  tlio  _vrai’  was 
.060  as  comiiari'd  with  509  in  thn  ])i'C'vious  ^'oar.  'I'lip  niiinhpr  of  rowshocls 
was  2. 


Ex.vmination  oi-  Mir.K  I'on  Bactf.ki.ai,  C'ouni. 

J)urinp  tlip  j’par  undpr  rpviow  8S  samples  of  all  gradps  of  milk, 
including  raw  nntrc'atcd  milk,  wpia'  snbmittpd  to  tliP  Univc'i'sitA’  of 
Birmingham  Pnhlic  Hpalth  Laboratory  for  examination  for  bactorial 
count. 

Kxaaiixatiox  of-. Milk  for  thr  Presenck  of  I'x'berclf.  Bacit.li. 

TliP  nnmbpr  of  samples  of  milk  submitted  for  biological  examination 
for  till'  imrposp  of  dt'tecting  the  ]irpsence  of  living  Tuberch'  Bacilli  was 
185  compared  with  123  in  the  year  1937.  Twelve  of  these  samiib-s  gav(> 
positive  results  representing  a  iiercentage  of  6.49  which  is  a  marked 
increase  on  the  previous  year’s  percentage  of  5.07. 


iMiLK  (Si’EciAL  DesionatioxsI  Order .  1936. 


During  the  year  the  following  licences  under  the  above  order  were 
in  force  in  the  Borough. 


TABT.K  VT. 

Pri  nciiial  Licences. 

TVo  licences  to  bottle  'rnbereulin  Tested  milk. 
I’wo  licences  to  pasteurize  milk. 

Om-  licenci'  to  bottle  .\ccredited  milk. 

Dealers'  Licences. 

Four  liciMices  to  sell  Tuberculin  'ri'sted  milk. 
Ten  liceiues  to  sell  Pasteurized  milk. 

Three  licences  to  sell  Accredited  milk. 

Supiilementary  Licences. 

Nine  licences  to  sell  I’uberculiu  Tested  milk. 
Fight  licences  to  sell  Pasteurized  milk. 

Seven  licmices  to  sell  Accreditisl  milk, 


|l 

'f 

I 

I 

If 

ii 

j! 

ij 
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(h)  .MKAT  AND  ()THE1{  FOODS. 

There  arc'  8  liceii.sed  and  5  registered  slaugliterliou.sc's  in  the  town. 
The.se  premises  are  regularly  visited  during  the  hours  of  slaughter  and 
all  meat  killed  and  dressed  for  human  eonsumption  is  ins|)ected  before 
being  offered  for  sale. 

Home-fed  pigs  killed  on  private'  premise's  for  family  consumption  are 
also  inspected.  The'  nuiubt'r  of  these'  is  declining  year  by  year.  Foi 
example,  31  carcases  were  e'xamiiu'd  this  year  as  against  41  in  the' 
previous  year.  AFeat  and  food  shops  received  342  visits  against  446  last 
j'ear  and  markets  54  edsits  against  40  in  1937.  The  number  of  animals  and 
carcases  examined  during  the  period  under  review  are  summarised  in 
the'  following  table. 


TABLE  VII. 

XUAIBEIF  AND  (’LAS.81  FK'ATfON  OF  ANDFALS  AND 
CAFICASKS  EXAMINED. 


Before'  During  After 


slaughter,  slaughter,  slaughti'r. 

Total 

Oxen 

.  216 

62  ...  701  ... 

979 

Cows 

.  40 

25  ...  245  ... 

310 

Calves 

7 

4  ...  110  ... 

121 

!8heep 

.  631 

...  271  ...  1.660  ... 

2,562 

Pigs 

.  442 

...  277  ...  2,593  ... 

3,312 

Pigsfon  private 

pri'inises)  5 

—  ...  31  ... 

36 

1,341 

...  639  ...  5,340  ... 

7,320 

TABLE 

vni. 

( 'attle 

excluding  Sheep  aiul 

C'ow^ 

Number  Killed  ...  ...  ...  ...  7G3 

Number  Inspected  ...  ...  ...  763 

All  Diseases  Except  TunF.pcuLetsis. 

Whole  Carcases  Condemned  ...  ...  — 

Carcases  of  which  some'  i)art  or  eergan 

was  condemned  ...  ...  ...  47 

Percentage  of  number  affeeted  with 

disease  otlier  than  Tnberetdosis  ...  6.10 

TUIIEKCULOSIS  OXLA'. 

Whole  Carcases  condemned  ...  ...  — 

Carcases  of  which  some  jiart  or  organ 

was  condemned  ...  ...  ...  11 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 

affected  with  Tuberculosis  ...  1,44 


( 'ows. 

Calves. 

Lambs. 

Pigs. 

270  . 

.  114  . 

.  1,931 

...  2,901 

270  . 

.  114  . 

.  1,931 

...  2,901 

—  . 

—  . 

1 

1 

16  . 

—  . 

11 

90 

5.93  . 

—  . 

.  0.62 

...  3.10 

9  . 

—  . 

— 

. . .  202 

3.33  .. 

- 

___ 

...  6.96 

t 
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111  aiUlitiim  to  till'  iin'at  which  was  cuudciiiiicd  tor  Tubcrculusis  and 
oLlicr  ^atliolonical  diseases  as  stunuiariscd  in  tlie  previous  tablcj  a  further 
(luaiitity  of  miscellaneous  articles  of  meat  and  other  foods  was  condemneil 
lor  \arious  reasons  including  putrefaction,  pliysical  damage,  etc.  The 
total  weight  of  additional  food  so  condemned  was  3,510  lbs. 

(e.)  AJIULTEUATION,  ETC. 

Eood  a.n'u  Dhl'cs  (ADULTEii.vnoN)  Act,  1928. 

'J'he  number  of  samples  of  foods  and  drugs  purchased  or  procured 
for  analysis  during  the  year  was  285  as  compared  with  315  in  1937. 

All  these  samples  were  submitted  to  the  I’ublic  Analyst,  and  the 
number  reported  to  be  not  genuine  was  21,  the  percentage  of  adultera¬ 
tion  being  7.37.  The  pc'i'centage  of  adulteration  last  year  was  6.35.  In 
the  following  table  the  niindn'r  of  the  various  articles  of  food  analysed 
together  with  the  results  of  the  analyses  are  summarised. 

TABLE  IX. 

SLCMMAUY  OE  ARTICLES  OF  FOOD  AND  DBUGS  SUBMITTED  TO 
THE  BUBLfC  AXAfA'ST,  AND  THE  llESULTS  OF  THE  ANALYSES. 

Total  Not 


-Vrticle  Analysed. 

Sample! 

5.  Genuine 

Genuine 

.Milk  . 

. . ,  179 

158 

...  21 

Condensed  .Milk 

...  16 

...  16 

— 

Tinned  IMilk 

4 

4 

— 

Cream 

3 

3 

— 

Tinned  Cream 

3 

3 

— 

iMargarine 

5 

5 

— 

Lard 

4 

4 

— 

Cookeen 

1 

1 

— 

Butter 

...  11 

...  11 

— 

Salt 

7 

7 

— 

Tea  . 

1 

1 

— 

Rice 

2 

2 

— 

Cheese 

9 

9 

— 

Sugar  . 

1 

1 

— 

Pepper 

2 

2 

— 

Pea-s  . 

1 

1 

— 

Potato  Crisps 

1 

1 

— 

Dressed  Crab 

2 

2 

— 

Slid  in  01i\'e  Oil 

0 

2 

— 

Slid  in  'I'omato  Sanee 

1 

1 

— 

Currants 

1 

1 

— 

Ifaisins 

1 

1 

— 

Sultana.s 

1 

1 

— 

Alilk  Pudding  Powder 

1 

1 

— 

Corn  Flour 

2 

2 

— 

Rice  Custard  Pudding  Powder 

1 

1 

— 

Sponge  Mixture 

2 

2 

— 

7fi 


Nut 

(ii'iiimu'. 


ArticU'  Aiialysutl. 

Fairy  C'aku  ^lixturu 
Orange  Quinine 

Syrup  . 

Gravy  Bro^vning 
(kistard  Powder 
Beef  Suet 
Coffee  Dessert 
'I'oinato  Soup 
Pea  Soup 
Gravy  Salt 
ijobster  Pasti’ 

Baspberry  J  elly 
Orange  Jelly 
Black-currant  Jelly 
Beef  Dri|)ping 
Mint  Sauce  ... 

Greengage  Jelly 
Mustard 

Noii-alcoholie  Wine 

Veal,  Ham  and  J’ongue  iloll 


Total 

Samples. 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

9 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 


Genuine. 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

9 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 


285  264 


21 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  (PBESERVATTVES  IN  FOOD)  REGULATIONS. 

The  following  articles  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst  were  also 
examined  for  the  presence  of  preser\atives.  all  with  a  negative  result;  — 


TABLE  X. 

Article  Examined. 

Milk  . 

Condensed  IMilk  ... 

Tinned  Milk  . 

Cream 

Tinned  Cream 

Margarine 

Lard 

Butter 

Cheese 

Peas 

Dressed  Crab 

Milk  Pudding  Powder  ... 
Custard  Powder  ... 

Tomato  Soup 
Pea  Soup  ... 

Table  Jellies 


Total  Samples. 
179, 

16 

4 
3 

3 

5 

4 
11 

9 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

5 
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(  JlK.MiC'AL  ANJ)  IJAtTEllJOLUGIt  AL  EXA.MINATION  01-'  EOU]). 


The  15uroujj;li  Analyst,  -Mf.  Josepli  Lunes.  I'M.C'.,  ot  41, 

Vicarage  Hoad,  .Siaetliwiek,  earnes  out  ehcinical  analyse.s  ol  iood,  drugs, 
water,  *ir.  ete. 


Bacteriological  eN.amiiiatious  of  food,  including  e.xaminations  of 
milk  for  luethylene  blue  reduction  tost,  bacterial  cc/unt,  and  tlm  presence 
of  JJ.t'oli  as  well  as  the  biological  exanunatiou  of  milk  lor  the  presence 
of  Tubercle  Bacilli  are  undertaken  by  Dr.  Shrewsbury,  at  the 
Birminghain  University.  Hublic  Health  Laboratory,  (jreat  Charles 
Street,  liirininghain. 


ULHTiLiSEHS  AM)  EEEDHNG  STUEES  ACT,  192G. 

During  the  year  1  submitted  12  samples  of  fertilisers  and  feeding 
stutis  to  Air.  Joseph  Lones,  E.I.C.,  E.C.S.,  the  Borough  Agricultural 
Analyst.  All  these  samples  were  certified  to  be  genuine. 


EACTOHIES  AND  WORKSHOPS. 

'file  number  ol  visits  paid  to  factories  ami  work.shops  was  ISA 
compared  with  112  in  the  prei  ious  year.  There  were  10  visits  to  out¬ 
workers’  premises. 
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1.  — IXSI’KCTIONS  OF  FACTO  I!  IKS,  WORKSHOPS  A-  WOlUvPJ.ACKS 
IxcLi'uiNc;  Jn.si>i-(  Tiox^;  made  iiy  Saxitauv  IxsrECToits  on 

IxSl’ECTOliS  OE  NuISAXCE.S. 


Number  of 

Inspections. 

fl) 

Written 

Notices. 

(2) 

Prosecutions 

f3) 

P'ACIOKIES  . 

(Including  Factoiy  Laundries) 

156 

3 

— 

Workshops  . 

(Including  Workshop  Laundries) 

19 

— 

— 

Workplaces  . 

(Other  than  Outworkers'  premises) 

— 

— 

— 

Tor  A I . 

175 

3 

— 

2.— DEFECTS  FOUND  IN  FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS 
AND  WORKPLACES. 


Number  of  Detects. 


Number 


Particulars. 

Referred 

of 

Found. 

Remedied 

to  H.M. 
Inspector 

Prosecutions 

til 

i2i 

(3) 

(4> 

(-3) 

Nuisances  under  die  Public  Health 

Acts  : — 

Want  of  cleanliness . 

— 

— 

Want  of  ventilation  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Overcrowding 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  Ventilation 

2 

2 

— 

— 

Other  nuisances 

•  •  •  •  •  •  • .  • 

— 

— 

— 

— 

f  insufficient 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary 

accommodation 

unsuitable  or 

defective 
not  separate 

5 

5 

— 

t  for  sexes 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Offences  under  the  Factoiy  and  Woik- 

shop  Acts  : — 

Illegal  occupation  of  underground 

bakehouses  (s. 

101) . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences 

... 

2 

2 

_ 

— 

(Excluding  offences  relating  to  outwork 

and  offences  under  the  Sections  men¬ 
tioned  in  the  Schedule  to  the  Ministry 

of  Health  (Factories  and  Worksliaps 
Transfer  of  Powers)  Act,  1921.) 

Total  . 

9 

9 

— 

— 

Causes  of  Death  at  Different  Periods  of  Life  in  the  County  Borough  of  Smethwick 


18  Other  circulatory  diseases 


36  Causes  ill-defined,  or  unknown 


